l i;’4 Turkish party 

; office bombed 


,>j ISTANBI^ (AP) — a bomb 
Srfoded Friday at an office of 
Ijdaal Democratic Populist 
^ party canon® widespread dam-' 
i - mb bb no casualties, police re- 
p^ted. Tiie p«»y is a.membCT of 
^ Vg governing coalition. Police 
^ *e words “hands over the 
"Sv Kurdish population will be 
** bratea" were painted on a wall 
G f *c building with the signature 
of the previously unheard of 
“Young Communist Un- 

ton.”' ‘ 

J Turkey to release 
'■ Inin arms ship 

pUCogiMAP) — Ankara has 
nioiiBeri Tehran that it has de- 
odd to release a Cypriot- 
reastered ship detained four 
; » ^shs ago while en route to Iran 
■<r wjtbskadof weapons on board, 

: '• tjip ^asmto Repabtic News Agen- 
py (IRNA) .reported. It said Ira- 
** aiai Vice-President Hassan 
S V flabftri was iwtifi^ of the deci- 
K ) . , ^ou during a meeting in Tehran 
'■J. j^}, Tuirah Minister of State 
* v' -Mefecf Balalfi. IRNA did not 
■sr gay jffte Cape Maleas, which was 
■'?- October, would be 

' tc allowed to sail on to Iran with the 
caigD,orrtttnt> to Bulgaria after 
> r its refcare. -" 

V Hrawl undergoes 
: minor surgery 

; BEIRUT (AP) — President Elias 
-Hrswi Underwent “minor** 
surgciy -Friday. for an unspecified 
ailioeat and is recuperating well, 
an offii^ /announcement re- 
leased by the St. Charles Hospital 
said. It said the “minor operation 
nwsnacessfiO. The president is in 
excellent cotkEuskl ’ It did not 
speedy his mbnept; or indicate 
bow tong he wi8 remain hr hospit- 
al 

Iranian cleric 
: attacks U.S. policy 

'* NICOSIA (AP) — A senior Ira- 
nian deric said Friday that 
Washington was interested in 
Central Asia, only to suppress 
Islam, the Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) reported. The 
^eocy quoted Ayatollah Yazdi. 
bead of Iran’s judiciary, as saying 
that Washington’s actions in. the 
rqjon contravened the United 
i Nitons Charter, which calls for 
the’ right to practice religion. 
Ayatofldi Yazai attacked com- 
ments by U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker who earlier this 
ntonthvfcited several of the new- 
ly independent republics. Mr. 

$ - Baketttpressed concern for the 
- spread. of Iranian influence 
UQOBgtbe Muslim republics. Iran 
has catabfished diplomatic ties 
with aa^fire of the Central Asian 
fepdMdj-and Muslim Azerbai- 
jan io'tfe Caucasus. The Iranian 
taeilbo signed a number of 
ntdtSB&ian-doilar deals with tbe 
Central Asian and other republics 
of the -farmer Soviet Union. 
Ayatullah Yazdi said: “Baker has 
„ admitted that the United States 
■ views the republics solely as a 

means for checking Islamic reviv- 
al." He said the republics other- 
wise “have no other worth" for 
the United States. 

Australia offers 
aid to Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Austra- 
lian minister for foreign affairs 
asd trade, Senator Gareth Evans, 
has announced that Australia will 
provide 100,000 Australian dol- 
lars for emergency assistance to 
Iordan and Lebanon in response 
to the recent snowstorms. The 
Jordanian component of AUD 

50,000 (approximately USD 

35,000) will be provided through 
CARE Australia to supply food 
packages to needy families 
j through its partner agencies. 

Israel claims 
guerrilla cell 
uncovered 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The Shin Bet, Israel's 
internal security service, unco- 
vered an Arab guerrilla cell sus- 
pected of killing a prominent 
professor and two other people in 
Jerusalem, police announced Fri- 
day. Police said the suspects 
gained membership to the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation’s 
(PLO) mainstream Fateh group 
by presenting the identity cards of 
the faree people they are sus- 
pected of slaying- 


Jordan hobbles back to normal after heavy blizzard 


By a Jordan Tnnes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s most se- 
vere snowstorm this winter, and 
arguably in tbe last 70 years, gave 
way to sunshine and melting snow 
Friday with tbe predicting re- 
latively clear skies and scattered 
rains for at least the next 10 days. 

Most of the key roads were 
reopened by Friday, giving the 
country the chance to take stock 
of the weather havoc and recover 
ffom_ the stranglehold on every- 
d ay li fe. Students who enjoyed an 
extra three-day bonus holiday 
were expected to go back to 
school Saturday. 

The Meteorological Depart- 
ment dismissed widely circulated 
reports that another blizzard, the 
sixth this season, was poised to 
lash the Kingdom beginning Sun- 
day. 

“There will be a gradual rise in 
temperatures and there could be 
slight rains in the northern re- 
gions for the next 10 days at 
least," said Aii A ban da, head of 
the department. 

“AU our calculations indicate 
no snowfall during this period," 
he affirmed, noting that tbe latest 
snowstorm was the heaviest to hit 
Jordan since 1922 in that tbe 
blizzard affected areas as low as 
300 metres above sea level — a 
rare occurrence, given the fea- 
tures of the winds and cold fronts 
affecting the region in tbe past. 
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Cars buried in snow were a common si^it in Amman last week. Photo on right shows a reopened road in Amman (Photos by Yousef AI 'Allan! 


Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) officials said no major 
weather-related incidents involv- 
ing the loss of life or serious 
injury were reported in the past 
72 hours. However, hundreds of 
homes collapsed in the Jordan 
Valley and the Gaza refugee 
camp in the north. 

A CDD spokesman said one 
death reported in the press was a 
case of drowning and another 
involved a heart attack. 


House collapses were also re- 
ported in the Baqaa camp. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
drove around many of the snow 
affected areas in (he capital and 
urged officials to speed up relief 
work and clear the roads for 
normal traffic. 

Dr. A ban da said it was too 
early to give any accurate account 
of the volume of snow that fell in 
the past 72 hours. However, he 
said. Western Amman and the 


city of Salt and surrounding areas 
were blanketed by over one 
metre of snow while in some 
northern and southern regions 
the level went up to 1.5 metres to 
two metres. 

Faced with blocked or slippery 
roads which made driving im- 
possible. hundreds of drivers 
were forced to abandon their cars 
on roadsides and walk home. On 
Thursday and Friday, many were 
seen trying to revive the cold 


engines and batteries of their 
vehicles, some of which were 
hardly visible from under the 
snow. 

In some of the outlying re- 
gions. work has still under way 
Friday to clear some of the secon- 
dary roads and restore power 
supply, cut off after pylons col- 
lapsed. officials said. 

In general, order was restored 
to regular traffic on main roads, 
but many secondary roads re- 


Talks make little headway as Israel 
attempts to sidetrack issue of withdrawal 


From I Amis K. Andooi 

In W ashing ton 

THE FOURTH ROUND OF 
Arab- Israeli peace talks appeared 
heading for a deadlock as the 
Israeli delegation defiantly re- 
jected to any commitment to the 
principle of withdrawal from the 
Arab territories it occupied in the 
1967 war. 

The four Arab parties in- 
volved, demonstrating a closer 
level of coordination during this 
round, refused to proceed on 
discussions of any other aspects 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict until 
the Israeli delegation clearly 
accepted that the objective of the 
talks was tbe implementation of 
United Nations Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338. 

But tbe Arab side, it seems, is 
determined not to pull out of the 
talks, particularly that Arab dele- 
gates believe that Israel is de- 
liberately provoking them to 
withdraw. 

Furthermore, the Arab side is 
concerned not to undermine 
American pressure on Israelis to 
stop settlements building in the 
occupied territories in return for 
granting Tel Aviv S10 billion in 
loan guarantees to absorb Soviet 
Jewlsb immigrants — even 
though many Arab delegates are 
convinced that a conditional 
approval of tbe grant will still not 
solve the settlement issue. 

Initially, the Arab delegations, 
mainly the joint Jordanian- 
Patestinian delegation, were hop- 
ing that this round might achieve 
important progress regarding a 
freeze in settlement building. Af- 
ter four days of talks, it is becom- 
ing dearer that the conflict over 
the settlements will take a longer 
time to be resolved. 

The talks are expected to end 
on Wednesday after the Arabs 
agreed not to ask for an exten- 


sion. It is vague at this stage to 
decide if the next round will 
resume soon or until after the 
Israeli elections, especially that 
the process still very much hinges 
on the future of Israel's settle- 
ment policies. 

Even though the Arabs, most 
notably Syria, are still pressing 
that Washington remains the 
venue, they have agreed to an 
American suggestion to submit 
lists of countries where the talks 
could resume. 

On the eve of tbe fourth round 
the Arab delegations had agreed 
to insist on Washington as a 
venue unless a tangible progress 
was achieved. 

As the first week of the fourth 
round of talks has indicated, 
although the parties have finally 
gotten down to talk substance the 
negotiations have not progressed. 

Judging by the Arab and Israeli 
statements and briefings, in all 
the four tracks — with Jordan, 
the Palestinians, Syria and Leba- 
non — Israel sought to direct the 
process in the direction of addres- 
sing its “security" concerns and 
to avoid discussing the status of 
the occupied territories. 

Arab insistence on starting 
with the U.N. Security Council 
resolutions — including 568 in tbe 
case of Lebanon — has succeeded 
in getting the Israelis to discuss 
the resolutions. But these discus- 
sions — that were often heated — 
have only reinforced the wide gap 
between the Arab and Israeli 
approaches to the Security Coun- 
cil resolutions and consequently 
to the terms of reference of the 
peace process. 

That applied to the four tracks 
from the very outset of the talks 
last Monday. For example the 
Israeli delegation initially ruled 
outright the Jordanian delega- 
tion's demand that the negotia- 
tions start by an commitment on 
tbe principle of land for peace 


and a freeze of settlements. 

The Israeli argument, accord- 
ing to sources from tbe Jordanian 
delegation, has been that Jordan 
“was not directly concerned with 
242 or the settlements." 

Tbe Jordanians responded by 
emphasising that Jordan cannot 
move on to other aspects of bi- 
lateral character unless it was 
clear the talks are heading to- 
wards the implementation of 242. 

“We want to lay the foundation 
for the process to proceed, we 
cannot start from a vacuum," said 
Jordanian delegate Munther 
Haddadin. 

Tbe Jordanians also, publicly 
and during the talks, disputed 
Israeli arguments about the set- 
tlements. “The Israeli settle- 
ments directly infringe on Jor- 
dan,” said Jordanian spokesman 
Marwan Muasher. 

Dr. Muasher explained that 
Israeli settlements draw on Jor- 
dan's water resources and triggers 
a de facto deportation of Palesti- 
nians to Jordan. 

He stressed that the continua- 
tion of settlement building will 
not only predetermine the out- 
come of the negotiations but also 
undermine the quest for a com- 
prehensive peace. 

In an apparent attempt to side- 
track the discussion over 242 and 
proceed on to other issues, the 
Israels suggested setting up com- 
mittees. The Jordanian tide in- 
itially rejected the idea but later 
was considering the formation of 
a joint working committee to 
discuss the implementation of 
242. The Israelis, it seems, were 
seeking a committee to negotiate 
the interpretation of 242 — a 
tactic Jordanian delegates feared 
could just derail negotiations over 
substantive issues. 

Finally the Jordanian delega- 
tion decided to maintain its ori- 
ginal position against the forma- 
tion of committees for concern 


that such a set-up will give a 
semblance of progress when 
progress was lacking. 

At their press briefings, howev- 
er, Israeli spokesmen continued 
to imply that there was progress 
on the Jordanian track without 
elaborating in concrete terms. 
Thus a claim was disputed by the 
Jordanian delegation. 

In Amman. Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber officially de- 
nied that Jordan had accepted the 
formation of committees. 

But the main source of conten- 
tion during last week's talks has 
proven to be a ten-page Israeli 
proposal for interim Palestinian 
rule in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The 10 proposals offers very 
limited administrative power to 
the Palestinians, involves the con- 
tinuation of Israeli military admi- 
nistration of the occupied terri- 
tories, does not include Palesti- 
nian elections and refuses to give 
Palestinians any sort of control 
over security or the territories. 

The Palestinians dismissed the 
proposals as an attempt to main- 
tain and legitimise Israeli occupa- 
tion. The Israelis, insisted that it 
was "a serious offer." 

The Israelis accused the 
Palestinians of orchestrating a 
“misinformation campaign to 
downgrade and ridicule a serious 
and generous proposal," — as 
was described by Israeli spokes- 
man Yossi Gul. 

Tbe Israelis and Palestinians 
clashed over two other major 
points: Settlements and the 
Fourth Geneva Convention. 

The Palestinians offered a 
nine-point document that out- 
lined a phased -out plan to freeze 
settlement building and released 
a list of Israeli human .rights 
violations since the peace process 
started last October. 

The Israelis dismissed any dis- 
cussion of settlements and told 


Security Council renews demands on Iraq over arms 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Security Council called on 
Iraq to comply Friday with plans 
to begin the destruction of its 
ballistic missile plants, but did not 
spell out possible consequences 
of any Iraqi notecomphance. 

Council President Thomas R. 
Pickering, the U.S. ambassador, 
disclosed Thursday evening that 
Iraq had sought a 24-hour delay 
in the destruction operation, but 
did not use tbe word "deadline" 
to characterise the situation. 

He said the Security Council 
was likely to hold dosed consulta- 
tions Friday afternoon once tbe 
24-hour postponement period 
had elapsed. 

Rolf Bkeus, chairman of the 
U.N- commission charged with 
eliminating Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction, told reporters 
that if Iraq did not permit the 


destruction operation to begin 
Friday, the team would be with- 
drawn. 

The council has demanded that 
Iraq comply fully with weapons 
inspection and destruction and 
warned of unspecified “serious 
consequences." 

Iraq is “dearly is moving in a 
mode to challenge the Security 
Council resolutions,” said Mr. 
Pickering, this month’s chairman 
of tbe 15-nation council. 

Asked whether the coundl 
would consider military action 
against Iraq, Mr. Pickering said, 
as he has in the past, that “no 
option is foreclosed, and no op- 
tion is derided cm.” 

Mr. Pickering said he bad 
already “expressed tbe council's 
deep concern mid consternation" 
to Sami r Al Nima, the number 
two official in Iraq's U.N. mis- 


sion. 

“The Iraqis are stalling on a 
commitment to destroy certain 
ballistic missiles," he said. 

Iraq has balked at the U.N. 
resolutions, accusing the United 
States of using the world body to 
destroy Iraq's modem industries, 
many of which have dual civilian- 
military uses. 

By Friday morning, officials 
said they had- received no com- 
munication from Baghdad on 
whether the weapons' destruction 
had begun. 

The council filed a protest 
Thursday after the chief U.N. 
weapons inspector reported Iraq 
refused to comply with resolu- 
tions demanding the destruction 
of its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. , . 

Gulf war ceasefire resolutions 
require Baghdad to assist the 


U.N. special commission, headed 
by Mr. Eke us, in scrapping Iraq’s 
chemical, nuclear and biological 
weapons programmes and longer- 
range missiles. 

Mr. Ekeus met Iraqi officials in 
Baghdad last week to convey a 
Security Council waning to Iraq. 
On Monday, Iraqi Foreign Minis- 
ter Ahmad Hussein Khudayer 
sent a letter to the United Na- 
tions offering “substantial" coop- 
eration if the Security Council ' 
agreed to review and begin lifting 
economic sanctions imposed after 
Iraq’s August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

That call was reiterated Friday 
by Al Thawra, newspaper of 
Iraq's ruling Baath Party, which 
called on the United Nations to 
be "broad-minded" in dealing 
with sanctions and Baghdad’s 
weapons programmes. 


the Palestinians that they should 
have approached the Israeli milit- 
ary governor with complaints ab- 
out human rights violations — at 
attitude that an incensed Palesti- 
nian delegation found patronis- 
ing. 

Similar dashes took at place on 
the Syrian and Lebanese tracks. 
The Syrians, like the Jordanians, 
started by asking for an Israeli 
commitment to 242. The Israelis 
responded by asking for a com- 
mitment to normalisation of rela- 
tions. According to Syrian 
spokeswoman Bushra Kanafani, 
the Syrians maintained the posi- 
tion that since 242 and 338 were 
the agreed-upon basis for the 
negotiations the parties’ commit- 
ment to these terms was essential 
for any progress. 

The Syrians also stressed pub- 
licly that the implementation of 
242 applied to all territories occu- 
pied by Israel, and not just the 
Golan Heights." Pragmatically 
speaking there can be no perma- 
nent peace without a comprehen- 
sive solution," said Ms. Kanafa- 
ni. 

According to Syrian delegates, 
most of the time was spent in 
exchanging acrimonious accusa- 
tions as Israel insisted that Syria 
was bent on the destruction of the 
Jewish state. In the Syrian view, 
the Israelis deliberately “wasted 
time on accusations to jump over 
the issue of Israeli occupation." 

Ms. Kanafani, and later on 
Syrian delegation head Moufaq 
AUaf, disclosed that the Israeli 
delegation brought tapes into the 
negotiating room containing re- 
cording of anti-Israeli broadcasts 
of Damascus Radio during the 
1973 war and later on raised the 
issue of Syrian Jews. 

The Syrians reacted by asking 
the Israelis to focus on substan- 
tive issues and the agreed-upon 

(Continued on page 5) 


Al Thawra said Iraq had con- 
firmed its willingness to cooper- 
ate on weapons monitoring in a 
recent message to the United 
Nations and asked the body not 
to be pressured by the United 
States. 

“The situation would never 
right itself as long as the United 
Nations remained under pressure 
from certain parties which forced 
it to assume hostile stands to 
Iraq," the paper said in an article 
reported by the Iraqi News Agen- 
cy. ■ 

It urged the world body “to be 
broad-minded when dealing with 
realities and events and not to 
stick to views linked with U.S. 


mained closed by snow. 

It was too early to assess the 
national loss in terms of industrial 
and agricultural production, but 
economists expected the figures 
to run into millions of dollars. 
They noted tha: since early De- 
cember snowstorms had caused a 
series of disruptions and the cum- 
mulative effect could be very 
high. 

“My losses this season are 
much larger than I suffered dur- 


ing the entire Gulf crisi% and the 
war." said the ow ner of a confec- 
tinery outside Amman. 

No Jordanian newspapers, 
usually the last to accept the 
inevitable, did not appear nn 
Wednesday. The three Arabic 
dailies. Al Ra'i. Al Dustour and 
Saw i Al Shaab. went on the 
stands Thursday with limited- 
page editions. The Jordan Times 
did not publish at all since 
Wednesday. 


Foreign minister lauds U . S 
stand on loan guarantees 


By Kirk T. Albrecht 

SpeciuS fw* the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber has welcomed 
statements by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker that the Bush 
administration will withhold 
guarantees requested by Israel if 
it does not halt settlements in the 
occupied territories. 

Dr. Abu Jaber. in an interview 
with USA Radio, said he found 
the interaction between Mr. Bak- 
er. who was testifying before a 
congressional appropriations sub- 
committee. and Florida Repre- 
sentative Larry Smith fascinating 

"I watched with fascination on 
CNN the exchange with Mr. 
Smith, which I thought was terr- 
ibly significant." said Dr Abu 
Jaber. Mr. Smith, a Democrat 
from the southern U.S. state, is 
one of the House of Representa- 
tives’ staunchest supporters of 
Israel. He told Mr. Baker that he 
found the administration’s stance 
"extremely offensive." 

But Dr. Abu Jaber said he 
thought the conversation in the 
sub-committee was more indica- 
tive of internal U.S. differences, 
than its foreign policy as a whole. 

"I thought it dealt with the 
relationship between the adminis- 
tration and Congress more than 
the affairs in the Middle East." 
he said. 

There has been feverish lob- 
bying on Capitol Hill for approval 
of the loan guarantees, which 
Israel says it needs to absorb up 


to one million Jewish immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union 

Public sentiments in the U.S 
has been tilting away from grant- 
ing the loan guarantee, as the 
country is in the midst of a 
budget-tightening recession. 
Many citizens and lawmakers say 
this is not a time to pour money 
overseas when things at home are 
in need of strong measures. 

Israeli Deputy Minister Be- 
nyamin Netanyahu told reporters 
on Wednesday that his govern- 
ment views the loan guarantees as 
a humanitarian issue intended, as 
he put it. at saving Jews from 
persecution in Russia and other 
republics of the former USSR. 
He said the U.S. should not "link 
humanitarian issues with political 
issues." referring to settlement 
activity, and the Israeli elections, 
which are scheduled for June 

Arab parties to the current 
Middle East peace talks have 
continually affirmed that granting 
of the loan guarantees may put an 
end to the talks, now in their 
fourth bilateral round. Palesti- 
nian leaders went to this round of 
negotiations saving the issue of 
loan guarantees and settlements 
was the hinge on which the future 
of the talks hung. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said that this 
new boldness from Washington 
gives hope to the talks. "As tar as 
Jordanrs concerned." said Dr. 
Abu Jaber. "it does offer a glim- 
mer of hope that the administra- 
tion is going to stand its ground 

(Continued on page 5l 


Algerian official denies 
opposition arrest charges 


The newspaper asked the Un- 
ited Nations to begin by lifting 
the sanctions, which have been in 
place since Iraq invaded Kuwait 


MADRID (AP) — A member of 
the state committee that governs 
Algeria denied Friday that 30.000 
people have been arrested since it 
assumed power Jan. 16 and can- 
celled elections that seemed like- 
ly to sweep Islamic fundamental- 
ists into office. 

Aii Haroun, one of several 
Algerian officials who have fan- 
ned out across Europe and North 
America to tell their version of 
events, said 4.900 people have 
been detained, one-sixth the 
number given by the opposition 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS). 

“I think it’s very easy to ex- 
aggerate," Mr. Haroun said, 
adding that 50 people had died in 
dashes, half of them members of 
security forces. 

The five-man committee took 
power after the army forced Pres- 
ident Chadli Benjedid to resign. 
The manoeuvres were aimed at 
keeping FIS, which had won the 
first round of parliamentary elec- 
tions, from further electoral vic- 
tories. 

Authorities are now in the pro- 
cess of banning FIS, and its lead- 
ers have been arrested. 

Mr. Haroun, arriving from 
Brussels, was scheduled to meet 


with Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez and Foreign Minister Fran- 
dsco Fernandez Ordonez later 
Friday. 

The Algerian interior minister 
has visited Morocco, and other 
officials are to go to the United 
States. Canada. Germany and 
elsewhere. 

Mr.Haroun said the commutes 
Tenure will not be "indefinite" 
and that the electoral process will 
begin anew within 23 months. 

He also said the country needs 
a new centre-left party because 
“the majority of the Algerian 
people are very disoriented'' poli- 
tically. 

Pressed to explain the commit- 
tee’s claims to be "democratic." 
Mr. Haroun said the takeover 
prevented the rise of a party that 
w3s an outspoken opponent of 
Western-style democracy. 

"The problem posed is... does 
one have the right to allow a 
democratic process to proceed if 
the avowed objective of the 
democratic process is to kill 
democracy," Mr. Haroun said. 

He drew an analogy to the Nazi 
victory in German elections in 

(Continued on page 5> 
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Arabs fear fresh land [Poll shows most Israelis IU.S. trying | Saudis rumble for change 


seizures by Israel 
because of immigration 


oppose settlement freeze to trace 


AIN MAHEL (AP) — Amin 
Hawaiteh, 78, would walk 
kilometres to road-building jobs, 
saving every penny' to buy land. 
He assembled 8 hectares over the 
years, planted olive trees and 
dreamed of passing it to his 
grandchildren. 

The dream ended when the 
government confiscated Mr. 
Hawaiteh’s land and that of his 
neighbours in this Arab village. 
Thousands of apartments are 
being built on it for Jewish im- 
migrants, most of them from the 
Soviet Union. 


Arab legislators and village 
leaders say this amounts to pre- 
ferential treatment for Jewish- 
newcomers over Israel's Arab 


Arab Land. That indudes villages 
whose residents fled or were 
driven out dnring the 1948 war 
and were not allowed to return. 

The current land dispute steins 
from the last targe seizure. The 
Israelis took 2,023 hectares 
(5,000 acres) in the Galilee on 
March 30, 1976, and six Arabs 
were killed in dashes with police. 

About 1,214 hectares of the 
land taken, about half of it from 
Arabs, was near the Jewish settle- 
ments of Carmiel and Upper 
Nazareth. Arabs were allowed to 
continue using the land, but that 
changed when Soviet immigrants 
began arriving in huge numbers 
years ago. 


citizens. 

In the Arab village of Ramya, 
residents have appealed an evic- 
tion order to the supreme court. 
Israeli Arabs suspect the order is 
the beginning of a new land sei- 
zure, but housing ministry offi- 
cials say the fears are unfounded. 

“No more land will be confis- 
cated from the Arabs," said Eli 
Babai, deputy director of the 
ministry's land authority. “We 
have enough land for the immig- 
rants.” 


Yitzhak Rabin, then prime 
minister, promised the regional 
development plan would benefit 
both Arabs and Jews. 

Mr. Naamna says now that 
Arab citizens no longer believe 
government promises. 

“We see that, on the land they 
took (in 1976), they are now 
building for the Jewish immig- 
rants.” he said. “They say it’s for 
all the people, but you can see it's 
only for the Jews. They are taking 
from the Arabs to give to the 
Jews." 


He said 70.000 apartments 
would be built in the next two 
years on “land that belongs to 
Jews or the government." 

. Arabs are sceptical, noting that 
the government placed 7,284 hec- 
tares of Arab land in Galilee 
under the control of a Jewish 
.regional council and refuses to 
recognise 120 small Arab villages, 
insisting the villagers move else- 
where. 


. “The aim of this government is 
to evict the Arabs from their 
Land,” legislator Hashem 
Mahameed told parliament. 

. Mr. Babai said the villages 
.Israel wants to remove are too 
small to maintain. “People can't 


In February, Israeli Arab lead- 
ers accused the government of 
tearing them out of the Galilee 
development plan and called h a 
“death sentence for our villages." 

Evacuation orders were issued 
to 120 Arab landowners in vil- 
lages around Uppr Nazareth, said 
Gfaanem Habiballah, a teacher 
from 'Ain Mabel. 

Among those told to leave was 
Mr. Hawaiteh, who bought his 
land in the 1950s. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The majorit- 
fy of Israelis oppose freezing set- 
tlement building in the occupied 
territories as a condition for re- 
ceiving U.S.-backed loans to 
absorb immigrants, according to 
a poll published Friday. 

The poll, conducted by the Tel 
Aviv-based Dahaf Institute, 
found that 56 per cent of Israelis 
surveyed were against halting the 
building of homes for Israelis in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 
return for receiving the funds. 

Forty^two per cent of the 505 
Israelis questioned by telephone 
said Israel should agree to halt 
settlements, said the Hebrew dai- 
ly Yedioth Ahronoth, which pub- 
lished the survey. Two per cent 
had no opinion, and no margin of 
error was given. 

Israel is requesting $10 billion 
in U.S. loan guarantees over five 
years to help build homes and 
create jobs for more than 350,000 
Jews from the former Soviet Un- 
ion who have immigrated to 
Israel since mid-1989. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker said last Monday that the 
full amount could only be granted 
in exchange for a settlement 
freeze. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
has rejected any freeze on build- 
ing. About 115,000 Israelis now 
live amoug the two million 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories, and Israel has started 
22,000-23,000 housing units on 
occupied land since 1990. 

- The U.S. ambassador to Israel, 


Wiliam Harrop, in an interview 
published Friday, said he ex- 
pected the United States to stick 
to its conditions. 

“I do not believe that there is 
much likelihood of the United 
State’s government changing its 
view, that our system should not 
be used even mdirectly to support 
settlements in the (occupied) ter- 
ritories," Mr. Harrop told 
Yedioth. 


Iraq’s 

‘hidden 


{£ billions’ 


Mr. Harrop told the daily he 
was concerned that Israel was 
spending its funds “on settle- 
ments in the (occupied) territor- 
ies rather than on die absorption 
of the immigrants." He added the 
United States still would give the 
guarantees under proper condi- 
tions. 


Meanwhile, another drop in 
the number of Jews arriving from 
former Soviet republics was 
blamed on the deteriorating eco- 
nomy in Israel, where unemploy- 
ment is about 11 per cent and 
more than double that among 
immigrants. 

The quasi-government Jewish 
Agency, which brings immigrants 
to Israel, estimated Friday that 
about 4,500 Soviet Jews arrived 
in February, the lowest level in 
two years. It was a 35 per cent 
drop from January's already low 
6,200 arrivals. 

“We attribute the sudden drop 
in immigration to the general 
ecooomic climate in Israel,” said 
Yehuda Weinrab, a spokesman 
for the agency. 


Sh amir buffeted by party 
selection of poll candidates 


just build where they want to,' 
he declared. 


He said the villagers had been 
offered land elsewhere and 
money to build bouses. Such 
compensation usually is turned 
down by Arabs, who feel taking it 
would constitute accepting the 
loss of their land. 

. The government takes land for 
what it decided are “poblic 
needs." Owners are offered -com- 


pensation ranging from 10 per 
cent to full market value, depend- 


ing on the type of land and its 
location. 

Since 1948, Israel has confis- 
cated 70,820 of the 126.263 hec- 
tares that were under Arab con- 
trols, said Fadil Naamna. head of 
the Committee for the Defence of 


“I used to walk to work so I 
could buy my own land, be my 
own master,” he said, flicking 
amber prayer beads with his cal- 
loused right hand. “If I don't 
have land, I don’t have an exist- 
ence here.” 

Confiscation has shrunk 'Ain 
Mabel's land from 1,416 hectares 
to 415 hectares since 1948, but 
the population has grown tenfold 
to 7.000. Mr. Habiballah said. 

. On the next hilltop, the Jewish 
settlement of Upper Nazareth, 
founded in 1956, has increased in 
size from 1,821 hectares to 2,529 
hectares and its population has 
grown in two years from 26,000 to 
35.000. Most of the newcomers 
are Soviet immigrants. 

Niva Poran, spokeswoman for 
Upper Nazareth, said the land 
seizures were justified and Israel 
has the right “to set its own 
policy," including finding a solu- 
tion for immigrants from around 
the world.” 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir has won 
another vote of confidence in the 
Likud Party as his allies out- 
polled rival Foreign Minister 
David Levy in a preliminary 
choice of party candidates for the 
June 23 elections. 

It was the 76-year-old Shamir's 
second victory over the more 
dovish Levy since Feb. 20 when 
Mr. Levy failed to overthrow Mr. 
Shamir’s 9-year reign as party 
leader. 

In Thursday's daylong contest 
2,912 Likud central committee 
members chose a slate of 50 
candidates from more than 110 
potential candidates, to run in the 
parliament elections. 

In the June balloting, the right- 
wing Likud faces off against the 
left-leaning Labour Party headed 
by Yitzhak Rabin. 

Likud’s winners Thursday were 
announced in order of votes pol- 
led. Although these candidates 
will be re-ranked in another vote 
Sunday and Monday, Thursday’s 


results bore significance as indica- 
tions' of candidates’ prestige. 

As party chairman, Mr. Shamir 
was exempted from Thursday's 
contest. Most prominent cabinet 
ministers came out on top, except 
for Mr. Levy who came in only 
18th. 

Mr. Shamir’s allies were also 
the best vote getters. Transport 
Minister Mo&he Katsav came in 
first, followed by Deputy Minis- 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu and 
legislator Benjamin Begin, son of 
former Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin. 

Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens, also a Shamir ally, clin- 


ched the number seven spot. The 
director of Mr. Shamir's bureau. 


director of Mr. Shamir's bureau, 
Yossi Ahimeir, was among 18 
new faces chosen by Likud. 

Hawkish Housing Minister 
Ariel Sharon was the only spoiler 
for Mr. Shamir, coining in fourth- 

Angry over the results, Mr. 
Levy accused Mr. Shamir and 
Mr. Sharon's supporters of join- 
ing forces to defeat him. 


Environment questions linger in Gulf 


AHMADI (AP) — The black- 
ened sand is springing back to 
life. 

Under clear blue skies, the 
desert around this oil town still 
resembles something Hollywood 
might dream up to represent a 
horrific industrial meltdown. 

Here sits a crumpled oil storage 
tank, there kilometre after 
kilometre of pipeline listed like 
spaghetti. And the once white 
sands stretch black to the hori- 
zon, dotted occasionally with 
shimmering, acrid oil lakes. 

A new report by the environ- 
mental group Greenpeace re- 
leased Friday says it will take 
years to understand the impact of 
the metal- and sulphur-laden 
smoke that poured into the air for 
seven months, as well as up to six 
million barrels of oil that spilled 
into the Gulf. 

But in the wake of unusually 
heavy rains, the sand now bears a 
green fuzz as rafts of sturdy de- 
sert grass push up through the oil 
residue. 

“Mother nature gives any eco- 
logical system the ability to res- 
tore itself, so you cannot say the 
desert is dead." said Dr. Aii N. 


Khuraibet of die private Kuwaiti 
Environemntal Action team. 

After their invasion of the emi- 
rate on Aug. 2, 1990, Iraqis were 
said to have opened the taps of 
Kuwaiti's coastal oil terminal, 
creating one of the world's largest 
oil spills. By the time they retre- 
ated to Iraq seven months later, 
they were accused of blowing up 
and setting ablaze 775 oil wells. 

This winter, Kuwait has been 
plagued with an unusual number 
of sand storms, and environmen- 
talists point an accusing finger at 
the heavy allied tanks and the 
Iraqi trench system for disturbing 
the crucial top crust of sand. 

There has also been a marked 
increase in asthma cases. No hard 
studies exist, though, chat would 
'link that to the black clouds that 
floated over the emirate from just 
before liberation last Feb. 26 and 
November 1991, when the last of 
burning oil wells was capped. 

The Greenpeace report, titled 
“The Environmental Legacy of 
the Gulf War,” said that “cancers 
and birth defects are probably 
among the most likely conditions 
to be experienced in the future." 

But it predicts that with modi 


of the pollution, h will take 30 
years of study for such affects to 
be confirmed. It urged area gov- 
ernments to commit the resources 
to such studies. 

Gulf soot was traced as far 
away as the Himalayan mountain 
range, but much of the feared 
global impact did not materialise 
because the smoke did not rise 
high enough. . 

The exploded wells also spilled 
up to 60 million barrels of oil onto 
the desert stands. Wrangling over 
the contract to dean them up 
went on for much of last year 
before Kuwait Oil Company de- 
cided to do the work itself with 
Bechtel as the mam consultant. 

The original 200 oil lakes axe 
down to 130, said Ghazi Bahishi, 
a spokesman for the government 
oil company. Tanker trucks pump 
the oil into vast reservoirs, where 
the sand settles and the oil is 
pumped off to be refined into 
diesel and other heavy fuels. The 
gasoline and lighter fuels have 
long since evaporated. 

Mr. Balushi said there is no 
estimate how long the operation 
would take. 

The oil slick on the waters of 


the Golf also seems to have left a 
devastating legacy. 

While the oil seems to have 
floated over coral reefs, Green- 
peace estimates that it killed from 
15,000 to 30,000 offshore birds 
and destroyed the feeding 
grounds for 100,000 wading birds. 
Migrating birds mistaking the oil 
lakes for water have also been 
killed by the hundreds. 


The oil still coats more than 
550 kilometres of Saudi coastline, 
much of it unused beaches that 
are covered with a mat of har- 
dened tar. In some places there is 
no sign of surviving marine life on 
shore and even into the shallows, 
Greenpeace reported. 


The Greenpeace report urged 
the creation of new international 
laws to prohibit the deliberate use 
of the environment as a weapon, 
it also urged less dependency on 
fossil feels. 

Wrote Greenpeace: “More 
than any other war, the Gulf war 
brought into focus the en- 
vironemntal destruction caused 
by war and the need for protect- 
ing the enviroment in times of 
conflict.” 


KUWAIT (R)— The United 
States has launched a worl- 
dwide drive to track down 
billions of dollars in bidden 
assets helping the govern- 
ment of Saddam Hussein to 
stay in power, a key official 
enforcing sanctions against 
Iraq on behalf of the U.S. 
says. 

Richard Newcomb, direc- 
tor of the office of Foreign 
Assets Control (FAC) at the 
U.S. Treasury, said in a 
speech obtained by Reuters 
the funds paid for vital sup- 
plies and helped Iraq beat 
U.N. sanctions. 

“In ... efforts that span the 
globe, FAC’s international 
programmes divirion is in 
pursuit of Saddam Hussein's 
hidden instruments of 
treachery and power, de- 
veloped secretly to purchase 
goods Mr. Newcomb 
said in the speech. 

“All of us are aware of 
reports that Saddam Hussein 
may have at his disposal ... 
$10 to $30 billion in hidden 
assets. Whatever the correct 
amount may be, whether it 
be more or less we need to 
find that concealed wealth," 
he said. 

“He is sustaining himself 
and feeding those closest to 
him whom he wants to feed," 
added Mr. Newcomb. 

Iraqi agents, operating 
through a web of clandestine 
networks, were using the 
funds on behalf of the gov- 
ernment. 

“It is my belief that 
through secret accounts and 
investments, covert Iraqi 
front companies and clandes- 
tine agents of his regime, 
Saddam Hussein is attemp- 
ting to sustain and proliferate 
his tools for disregarding the 
U.N. embargo," he said. 

“We can have no higher 
mission than to seek out. 
disrupt and ultimately exting- 
uish these networks.” he 
added. * " . 

Mr. Newcomb said 
Kuwaiti businessmen — who 
had close links with Iraq be- 
fore its invasion of the emi- 
rate — could prove vital in 
unmasking agents who dealt 
with Iraq in the past. 

The FAC compaign cen- 
tres on efforts to fish out 
secret accounts of individuals 
helping Iraq in defiance of 
the U.N. embargo imposed 
after its invasion of Kuwait 
on Aug. 2, 1990. 

The United States was in 
contact with countries 
bordering Iraq to choke off 
the flow of supplies to Bagh- 
dad. Mr. Newcomb said this 
may prove difficult given the 
length of the frontiers. 

The U.S. treasury was au- 
thorised to seize the assets of 
individuals buying goods 
from Iraq. 

The U.N. embargo 
targeted Iraqi government 
accounts but not those held 
by Iraqi leaders or indi- 
viduals. 

Washington saw no distinc- 
tion between the accounts of 
Iraqi leaders and those of the 
government, Mr. Newcomb 
added. 

“This greatly enhances the 
effectiveness of the sanctions 
by forestalling a potential 
avenue of sanctions evasion 
by specially designated 
nationals — agents and front 


companies of Iraq.” 

His office had identified 48 


businesses and 44 individuals 
in 30 countries as Iraqi agents 
as well as 160 merchant ships 
as Iraqi-owned or controlled. 


RIYADH (AP) — For most 
Saudis, last years Gulf war was a 
distant nimble that few experi- 
enced. . 

Now, many are comparing it to 
an earthquake that left the sur- 
face of this dosed society intact, 
yet caused shock waves that still 
ripple across the kingdom. 

Long-placid Saudis are willing 
to question the established order 
as never before. Battle lines be- 
tween religious groups and a 

more outward-looking technocrat 

class have sharpened dramatical- 
iy. 

A year after hundreds of 
thousands of non-Musfim troops 
were stationed in this kingdom, 
religious police of hardline Isla- 
mic believers patrol the streets to 
m ake sure Muslim laws are re- 
spected. 

Another group of younger, 
highly educated clerics criticise 
corruption, any negotiating with 
Israel, and banks that pay in- 
terest, which is forbidden by the 
Koran. 

Saudis seeking a more liberal 
country, centred among govern- 
ment technocrats and widely 
travelled businessmen, have no ' 


organised outlet- 

Many hope the consultative 
council (Majlis AI Shura), prom- 
ised by King Fahd will bring with 
it more liberalisation such as free- 
dom of speech. 

“Saudi Arabia changed 
tremendously after the war,” said 
Dr. Ahmad Al Twdjeri, dean of 
education at King Saud Universi- 
ty. 

“At the government level, 
we’ve realised that we need to 
make changes in the political, 
economic and military structure. 

“At the community level, soci- 
ety has become more outspoken, 
more concerned about the future 
of the country and more insistent 
on raiu for change and reform," 
he said. 

Many attribute the shift to war- 
time press coverage. Everything 
that had been taboo — such as 
Saudi traditions or the military — 
was discussed freely for the first 
time. 

Many people liked it, but the 
Islamic zealots did not. 

Some religious extremists criti- 
cised the government for sus- 
pending some aspects of Islamic 
law, such as public executions. 


during dw wa r " • 

Today, the executions 
5umed. The l' S. Stilt Otptr" 
mem listed 26 k 

year. 

King "Fahd says he is frying ! 
resolve the issues aracaWj. ** 
wisdom and patience, and if tfc 
does not work he says "There * 
be another way." 


Many Saudis and diplomats^ 
his embrace of Algeria, which 
cracking down on Islamic fa 
damemahsts, as a warning. 

Some in the governmen! a 
optimistic, seeing the postw 
wrangling as a healthy sign th 
Saudi Arabia is emerging as 
socially modem state after i 
brisk transformation from dcse 
backwater to ofl~rich financi; 
giant. 


“It’s like a car going at hig 
speed suddenly bitting 
pathde ” said Prince Mohamma 
Ben Faisal, head of the Isiamj 
affairs office at the Saudi embass 
in Washington. “AH the passer 
gers are going to start sayinj 
‘see, we warned you about that 
Now watch out for the next one. 
It's natural." 


War is over in the Gulf, U.N. -led 


but U.S. presence lingers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — One 
year after the guns of the Gulf 
war ceased firing and Kuwaitis 
began celebrating their libera- 
tion, Operation Desert Storm 
lives on m U.S. men and equip- 
ment still on the spot. 

The allied coalition has long 
since dissolved, but American 
forces in Saudi Arabia are still 
operating patriot ' missile de- 
fences. a fleet of Stealth fighter 
and other combat aircraft 

Jeff Sammons is a spokesman 
at U.S. Central Command at 
McDill Air Force base, which 
handles Gulf operations. He said 
the command has no timetable 
for completing withdrawal. Offic- 
ers in Washington said the Bush 
administration is deliberately 
keeping fuzzy the question of 
when it will leave. 

There are still 24,823 U.S. sol- 
diers. sailors, airmen and marines 
in the Gulf, be said. The wartime 
peak was 541.000. 

Before j Iraqis-, invasion, of 
Kuwait in August 1990 the only . 
.U.S. ainifdjp^/iii.ther.area aws . 
die Middle . East force, fleet of 
about a half dozen' ships and' 
2,000 sailors. It has been in the 
Golf since the late 1940s. 

Pentagon officials have said 
since the war ended that there 
was no intent to keep air or 
ground forces permanentlay in 
Saudi Arabia. Instead, the U.S. 
presence in the region would be 
bolstered by stationing an aircraft 
carrier in the Gulf and by bolding 
occasional joint military exercises 
with Gulf allies. 

In keeping with the intent, the 
Pentagon announced Thursday 
that about 5,000 U.S. marines 
and sailors will participate with 
Kuwaiti forces in a 13-day amphi- 
bious exercise, code-named Ea- 
ger Mace, starting Sunday. It is 
oue in a series of such exercises. 

The U.S. army has been steadi- 
ly shipping home millions of ton- 
nes of equipment brought to 
Saudi Arabia for the ground war. 
and it expects to finish by April 1 . 

Yet foe continued presence in 
Saudi Arabia and neighbouring 
Gulf states of a sizeable U.S. air 
fleet, probably numbering more 
than 200 warplanes, belies the 
public impression left by Bush 
administration officials last spring 
that all combat forces would be 
gone by now. 

There are three main reasons 
for bolding up completion of the 
withdrawal, according to officers 
who spoke this week on condition 
they not be identified: 

— Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's continued hold on pow- 
er and his resistance to United 
Nations efforts to destroy Iraqi 
missiles and other weapons of 
mass destruction. The Bush 
administration wants to keep the 
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option of military force to achieve 
U.N. goals. 

— The Saudi government’s un- 
ease about Iraq. The Pentagon 
last September sent two batteries 
of patriot missiles to Saudi Ara- 
bia at foe Saudi's request. Each 
battery includes missiles, laun- 
chers, radar and fire control units 
operated by about 690 soldiers. 

— Continuing U.S. negotia- 
tions with the Saudis on keeping 
some U.S. military hardware per- 
manently in the kingdom. Such 
“prepositioned'' equipment 
would make it easier for U.S. 
forces to respond to a future 
crisis. 

Originally the Pentagon 
wanted to store equipment suffi- 
cient for a full army armored 
division, but one officer said foe 
focus now was on arranging for 
storage of equipment for air 
forces. 

Spare parts and other support 
equipment for U.S. planes but 
- not" the- -planes -themselves — 
would be kept there permanently 
if foe details. could be worked, 
out, be said. 

Negotiations are especially de- 
licate due to Saudi sensitivity 
about foreign military on its soil. 


* Busfa pushed aid for Iraq' 


President George Bush, over- 
riding objections, signed an order 
allowing continued aid to Iraq 
less than eight months before it 
invaded Kuwait, according to 
documents presented recently. 

The order is one of three cases 
revealed by foe house Banking 
Committee chairman. Repre- 
sentative Henry Gonzalez, in 
which Mr. Bush intervened to 
obtain continued U.S. govern- 
ment credit guarantees to Iraq 
despite its shaky credit rating. 

“The policy toward Iraq is by 
far the most tragic foreign policy 
episode of foe Bush and Reagan 
administration,'’ Mr. Gonzalez 
said. 

White House spokesmen de- 
clined to comment. 

Mr. Gonzalez’s committee has 
been investigating how the Atlan- 
ta branch of an Italian bank 
funnelled millions of dollars in 
U.S. -guaranteed money to Iraq, 
and whether the money was used 
to help build Iraq's military 
might. 

Mr. Gonzalez contends that 
foe United States was intent on 
bolstering Iraq at all costs against 
Iran, regarded at foe time as a 
threat to American interests. “It 
is a policy that ended in war and 
foe loss of many lives," he said. 

Mr. Gonzalez said U.S. tax- 
payers have been burdened with 
$2 billion in debts on which Iraq 
defaulted after its invasion of 
Kuwait. 
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Mogadishu 


ADDIS ABABA (AP) — 
team led by the United Natit 
plans to visit Somalia's embattl 
capital Saturday to seek a cea 
fire in the clan fighting that 1 
claimed over 30.000 dead a 
wounded. 

Hie team will meet inter 
< President Alt Mahdi Mohosim 
and his arch rival. Genei 
Mohammad Farrah Aidee 
according to Salim A. Salh 
secretary general of the Organ* 
tion of African Unity (OAU] 
Representatives of the ti 
warlords agreed to a ceasefire < 
Feb. 14 at talks organised in N< 
York by U.N. Secretary Gene 
Boutros Ghali. But despite t 
agreement, heavy fighting ora 
red in the capital of Mogadis 
during the talks and spora 
shelling since then. 

James Jonah,, a ll.N. und< 
fecretary, will head the tea 
which consists of represenfotit 
of the OAU. the United Natioi 
foe Arab League and the On 
nisation of Islamic Conferei 
(OIC), all of whom have pi 
viously tried to end the con fit 
Forces loyal to Gen. Aide 
and Mr. Ali Mahdi have dev; 
tated Mogadishu in a vicious h 
tie for control that erupted N< 
17. Hundreds of thousands 
people have fled the city and £ 
camped in foe surrounding scr 
land and on the beach withe 
adequate food or water. 

In addition, indisertmina 
bombardment and robberies 
armed groups have hampered d 
tribution of the meager rel 
supplies reaching the divided cii 
The United Nations plans 
$12.5 million humanitarian pac 
age for Mogadishu but first vm 
a binding ceasefire in this Horn 
Africa nation of eight million 
Gen. Aideed and Ali Mai 
represent ri\al factions of ti 
Hawiiye dan from which the l! 
ited Somali Congress draws 
support. 

TTie congress ousted fonn 
President Mohammad Siad Bai 
from Mogadishu a year ago l: 
failed to exert control over Mo* 
dishu and the rest of the counti 
which has disintegrated into fi 
doms of warring dans. 

Northern Somalia, unhap 
with the infighting in the rest 
foe country, seceded in May a 
calls itself the Somaliland rep* 
he. 

Somali delegates scuffled x 
punched each other at an O j 
conference on Tuesday, hi 
lighting the bitter divisions wl - 
have torn their country apa 7 
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Arabiyat lauds strong 
Jbfdanian-Sudanese ties 
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Tujjn] Lajif - Arabiyat. Friday 
2 week-tong visit to 
~ e he .attended the 
of die 300-member 

Sudanese national 

jj*an anvial statement. Dr. 
Arebiyat said he met with 



ij7 p5rir and ether Sudanese 
- -'•v whom he reviewed 


jj^id retetions in all fields. 
Dr- Ambiyat said be had the 
8> IqoF a* Sudan's 
acfaieMffl K>n!s in the various fields 
good in particular Sudan's 
wport part, of its aeri- 
al protore abroad. 


He also said that Sudan had 

The Lower House speaker 
noted the noble feelings of the 
Sudanese people towards their 
Jordanian brothers, and their re- 
spect for Jordan’s national and 
pan-Arab stands towards Arab 
issues. 

Dr. Arabiyat headed a four- 
member parliamentary delega- 
tion to Sudan to take part in the 
inauguration of the Sudanese 
national assembly m response to 
an invitation extended to him bv 
the assembly’s speaker 


linportanee of increasing use 
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^ <jf ^treated water highlighted 
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ANQdAN<J.T.) — The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
fbmsday opened a five-day re- 
gional workshop on waste water 
Raiment and re-use with the 
pgitidpation of 20 delegates from 
jbnfan and other countries in the 
eastern Mediterranean region. 

Consultants from Jordan, Cyp- 
rus and the United Kingdom are 
to address the meeting, which 
was called to discuss the re-use of 
seated water for agriculture and 
other purposes. 

Working papers submitted by 
the participating countries will 
also be reviewed and the partici- 
pants will be making tours of 
waste water treatment projects 
around the country, according to 
Health Ministry officials. Health 
Minister Aref Bataineh, who 
opened the meeting, stressed the 
need for the reuse of treated 
water for agricultural purposes, 
noting that Jordan’s estimated 
treated waste water in 1990 was 
43 million cubic metres and was 
expected to increase over the 
years. . . 

The minis ter said that the re- 
use of treated water was one of 
the country’s options in view of 
its limited water resources. He 
noted that as the sewerage net- 
works increase, more and more 
treatedwsste water was bound to 
be collected. 


Already a great deal of treated 
water is in use for agriculture 
purposes. 

Jordan was one of the earliest 
countries in the eastern 
Mediterraean region to realise 
the need for the treatment of 
waste water and took practical 
steps to deal in this regard. Dr 
Bataineh added. He said that 
Jordan started its first waste wa- 
ter treatment plant in 1969. 

As Jordan depends largely on. 
rain water, of which 1050 million 
cubic metres would be needed by 
the year 2005, _ the 
minister said there was an urgent 
need to increase the re-use of 
treated water and alternative wa- 
ter sources. 

A message to the opening ses- 
sion from the WHO Regional 
Director Dr. Hussein Jazairi was 
read out by a WHO official who 
stressed the serious water shor- 
tages and the need for alternative 
sources to be found. 

The conference, which ends 
March 2, was organised in col- 
laboration with the United Na- 
tions Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the World Bank. 
The following countries are tak- 
ing part in the meetings: Jordan, 
Bahrain, Egypt, Djibouti, Oman, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Sudan and 
Yemen. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor looks on at i 
George/Crystal) 


rural 


in Geneva (Photo by 


Queen Noor elected to committee 
designed to help rural women 


GENEVA (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, who led Jordan's 
delegation to a two-day meeting 
here dedicated to discussing 
means of improving the standards 
of women in rural regions of the 
world, was elected member of a 15- 
member committee assigned to follow 
up the implementation of a set of 
resolutions -. and recommendations 
contained in the Geneva Declara- 
tion on Rural Women, according 
to the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

Petra said that the two-day 
meeting discussed hardships fac- 
ing women in rural areas, their 
role in socio-economic develop- 
ment and ways in which these 
women can contribute to impro- 
ving the standard of their own 
families. 

The Geneva declaration, Petra 


Tunisian and Jordanian 
officials review bilateral 
cooperation:* peace process 


!CSS 


By Kirk Albrecht 

i Speaai to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN— Tunisia's foreign 
minister, Ha^ub Ben Yahya, met 
with Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber on 

- Wednesday, saying the two held 
extensive discussions on bilateral 
relations between Jordan and 
Tunisia as well as the current 
Middle East peace talks. 

Before leaving the country 
Thursday morning, Mr. Ben 
Yahya spoke with the Jordan 
Tfcnes about his visit to Jordan , in 
the midst of the country’s worst* 
snowstorm in decades. 

1 *T came to Jordan at Dr. Abo 

j invitation, and our talks 

K»e been quite successful” he 
stid, adding that “this is not the 
to time we have met.” Mr. Ben 
Ytiiya also met with His Majesty 
King Hussein and Prime Minister 
Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker. 

While not disclosing any de- 
tails, Mr. Ben Yahya said he and 
Dr. Abo. Jaber held “consultation 
on issues of common interest, 
tonly the peace process.” 

| He did indicate, however, that 
Jordan and Tunisia have agreed 
to set up further contacts on 
economic issues between the two 
countries, most probably after 
the month of Ramadan, which 
begins March 6th. 

'tins would include a trade mis- 
sion from Jordan visiting Tunisia, 
as well as convening a joint com- 
mission on economic cooperation 
in Amman, according to Mr. Ben 
Yahya. 

Mr. Ben Yahya said he thought 
the future of growth in the Arab 
World was dependent on coor- 
dination and development of 
common interests between Arab 
countries. 

With respect to the peace pro- 
cess, the Tunisian foreign minis- 
ter noted that “since we are not 
taking part in the current talks, it 
is hard to make an assessment.” 
He said T unisi a will wait until this 
round of talks is concluded before 
it evaluates progress. 

Tunisia’s only role to date in 
the peace process has been as a 
member of the Maghreb Union, 
which has been limited to obser- 
ver status in the multilateral 
round of talks held in Moscow in 
the end of January. 

He affirmed that Tunisia “has 
always said that we have to get 
(U.N.) Security Council resolu- 
tions implemented. 

“Resolutions and international 
law are inch visible — at least 
those which cfo not seem to be 
creating controversy — 242, 338, 
and 425. We think that settle- 


ments are illegal and counterpro- 
ductive,” be said, “and contradic- 
tory to the objectives of the peace 
process." 

Mr. Ben Yahya noted that 
“there are high expectations on 
both sides” in the peace talks, but 
did not offer any solution from 
Tunis. 

“The Palestinians have their 
own idea of what a peace agree- 
ment should look like — we will 
leave it to them." 

Mr. Ben Yahya was returning 
from a visit to the Gulf, where he 
met with leaders of several coun- 
tries. Many Tunisian workers m 
the Gulf lost their jobs as a result 
of the Gulf crisis last year. 


JDA to 
organise 
dental day 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Dentists Association (JDA), in 
cooperation with the health and 
education ministries and the 
faculties of dentistry at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology and the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), 
will organise a dental day on 
March 2. 

JDA President Irfan Sultan 
said the day aims at educating 
people on the importance of tak- 
ing care of their mouths and teeth 
and informing them means of 
protecting their teeth. 

During the day, a number of 
activities wifi be carried out. Dr. 
Sultan said. He added that volun- 
teer doctors wfll examine and 
treat patients’ teeth free of 
charge in Karak Govemorate and 
in die Harsha duster of villages, 
which lack proper dental care 
facilities. 

He pointed out that the JDA’s 
delegation, which win comprise 
100 dentists, will accompany a 
mobile dental clinic, fully equip- 
ped with the necessary equipment 
to examine and treat any dental 
problems. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

☆ Art exhibition by Spanish artist Suad Esheiri at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of pafarfag* by Shakir Hasan A1 Said at Abthd 
Hameed Shaman Foundation Gallery (10 ajn.-5 p.m.) 

☆ Graphic art exhibition by Sadft Kwafah at B a tedaa Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street, 

☆ Exhibi tion of pubfications by the University of Jordan’s 
Scientific Research Deanship at the university. 

☆ Exhibition entitled “The Bine Rider” at Philadelphia Unf- 


☆ Lecture, in Arabic, entitled “Arab Nationaiisra in History” by 
Dr. Walid QazOia at the. Scientific and Cnttnnd Centre of 
Abdul Hameed Shomaa Found ation — 6 p.m. 

SYMPOSIUM 

☆ Symposium in Arabic, on “The Break-up of the Soviet Union” 
at the Royal Cultural Centre — 6 p.m. 

FILM 

☆ Engfish-snbtitied German fflra entitled “FStzcarraldo” at the 
Goethe Institute — 8 p-m. 


The 



Star 


Jordan's political, economi c 
and cultural weekly 



Due to weather conditions, 
the distribution of this 
week's issue of The Star has been 
delayed until Sunday 1 March. For more 
information call 648-298 


said, called for a greater role for 
women in the development pro- 
cess and demanded that various 
governments help women in the 
rural regions to contribute to an 
improvement in their family's 
standard of living. 

The agency said the Queen 
held talks and gave press and 
television interviews in which she 
tackled a number of pressing 
questions related to the improve- 
ment of the life of women living 
in the rural areas of Jordan and 
their contributions to economic 
development. 

A total of 60 first ladies from 
around the world attended the 
conference, whose main idea was 
to help millions of rural women to 
overcome poverty. The confer- 
ence was organised by the Inter- 
national Fund for Agricultural 


Development (IFAD), which 
said that an estimated 565 million 
rural women were living in pover- 
ty and few of the world’s aid 
programmes are reaching them. 

A survey conducted by the 
Rome-based IFAD found 66.2 
million of the impoverished 
women were the sole heads of 
households. Among the main 
topics discussed was how to help 
rural women get access to credit, 
which the organisers said would 
enable them to carry out small 
businesses to improve their con- 
ditions. 

The Queen was accompanied 
to the meetings by member of the 
Upper House of Parliament Laija 
Sharaf and the Noor AJ Hussein 
Foundation Director Inam A1 
Mufti. 


Mefugee camp residents 
straggle to fix caved-in 
roofs from heavy snowfall 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

BAQA’A/JERASH — As re- 
newed snowstorms hit the 
Kingdom this last week, hun- 
dreds of tin roofs caved in and 
left up to 800 camp residents 
homeless, government officials 
said Friday. 

Camp authorities said that 
while the Baqa'a camp had 
sheltered its homeless resi- 
dents in the camp youth club 
and the camp mosques, other 
Palestinian refugee camp resi- 
dents in the Kingdom had not 
been so lucky. 

“In J eras h- Gaza camp about 
500 roofs caved in on resi- 
dences during the strong storm 
and then the roof of the mos- 
que caved in too, so the people 
had no where to go,” said Adel 
Nimer, a Jordanian govern- 
ment official involved in the 
dean up operations. 

While army trucks and jeeps 


provided much needed help in 
delivering sick people and pre- 
gnant women to hospitals, 
most “roofless residents stayed 
with relatives in the Jerash- 
Gaza camp. 

Camp residents said that the 
snowstorms had rendered their 
tin roofs "useless.” Camp offi- 
cials confirmed that the vast 
majority of homes in the both 
Baqa'a camp and the Jerash 
camp had tin roofs. One Jerash 
camp refugee said that 97 per 
cent of the roofs in his cump 
were made of tin. 

In addition to caved-in 
roofs, residents said flooding 
and extreme cold caused prob- 
lems during this last wave of 
snowfall. “We got up in the 
middle of the night to get the 
snow off the roof before it 
broke down.” said Taher 
Mahmoud, a resident of Ba- 
qa’a. 

Many residents erected 


wooden polls in the centre of 
their rooms to hold up the tin 
and sometimes plastic roof 
coverings. While children play- 
ed in rhe water and the melting 
snow Friday, camp residents 
were busy reconstructing their 
tint roofs. 

Both the Baqa'a and Jerash 
refugee camps were built after 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war to 
house Palestinian refugees. 

Camp officials said that ab- 
out 800 people were affected 
by the caved-in roofs in the two 
refugee camps. “The A1 Hus- 
sein Camp is lucky." said one 
resident of Baqa'a. “They have 
cement roofs — not a jingle 
roof caved-in." 

UNRWA officials said Fri- 
day that the Al Hussein Camp, 
based in Jabel Al Hussein in 
Amman, had suffered only 
minor damage because most of 
roofs of the 1948-built camp 
are made of cement. 


300,000 children so far immunised 
in campaign against polio, officials say 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Despite the 
unusual weather conditions, 
more than 300,000 infants and 
children under the age of five 
have received the anti-polio vac- 
cine from the various health cen- 
tres, hospitals and private clinics 
in the country, according to 
Ministry of Health officials. 

So far only two infants were 
reported to have died of polio 


and ministry officials said that the 
campaign will be extended for 
one more week in order to offer 
complete coverage. 

The week-long anti-polio vac- 
cination campaign started last 
Monday but was interrupted by 
the snowstorm which paralysed 
all bussinesses, government 
offices, schools and normal life in 
the country. The officials said 


that there will be an extension for 
one more week so as to provide 
some 600.000 children below the 
age of five with immunisation. 

The campaign was announced 
following the spread of polio 
among children, mainly in the 
Jordan Valley region, where 
Ministry of Health officials said at 
least 32 children and infants were 
infected. 
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ResoSve must not wane 

THE TUG-OF-WAR between Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir’s government and the Bush administration 
over linking the $10 billion loan guarantees to halting Israeli 
settlement of the occupied territories is poised to come to a 
head before the June national elections in the Jewish state. 
With Shamir’s tempo of defiance of Washington's renewed 
insistence on linkage reaching new heights, the respective 
positions of both countries appear to have hardened more 
than ever before and could be heading for a showdown. We 
need only look at last week’s Secretary of State James 
Baker’s testimony before the U.S. House of Representatives 
Appropriation Subcommittee in order to see that this might 
just be the case. In that testimony made it clear that Israel 
has but two choices: either to end totally its new settlement 
projects In Israel or risk getting nothing from Washington. 
Naturally, and characteristically of most American politi- 
cians perhaps, the secretary of state sounded a conciliatory 
note to Israel by suggesting that Shamir’s government may 
complete its current bousing programmes but would have to 
settle for a lesser amount in terms of loan guarantees, 
■ proportional to the amount earmarked for such current 
I housing activity. He also exempted so-called security scttle- 
1 meats from the ban. Nevertheless, Baker’s nnmistaken 
J message to Israel was echoed later by U.S. President George 
} Bush who voiced clear concern shared by the international 
| community, especially the Arab World, that his credibility 
| would be damaged beyond repair should he agree to Israel's 
terms for the requested loan guarantee. 

The rhetoric emanating from the Jewish state lends 
additional support to the proposition that the standoff 
between the two countries is already there. Israeli Health 
Minister Ehud Ofanert was blunt in his reaction to the latest 
wave of conflict with Washington when he said last week 
that if the White House persisted in its demand for a linkage 
and at the end withheld the loan guarantee, it, meaning the 
U.S., “will have bowed to the dictates of the Arab states and 
the Palestinians who are threatening that if the loan 
guarantees are given... they will abandon the peace talks.” 
Shamir himself was even more openly defiant on the eve 
of the resumption of round four of the peace talks' in 
Washington when he repeated his position that there would 
be no end to Israeli settlement construction on Arab 
territories regardless of the American stance. There is every 
hope that Washington will stick to its guns on this issue even 
though its seemingly acquiescence to the completion of 
already started settlements leaves much to be desired this 
issue. Besides bong good politics in the ongoing U.S. 
presidential contest this year not to appear as budging on 
another massive handout to Israel at a time when more and 
more American are calling for more attention to the 
slackening U.S. economy the U.S. position is also good 
statesmanship vis-a-vis the U.S.-sponsored peace process. 
With not only the Arab parties but also the rest of the 
international community leaning heavily in favour of 
regarding the Israeli settlement programme as the litmus 
test for Israel's sincerity towards peace, the U.S. resolve 
against it must be extended to already started ho gging 
projects and even to so-called security installation. This is 
not to mention that yielding to Shamir's own dictates on the 
issue would give the wrong signal to the Israeli electorate 
and stands to swing the pendulum away from Yitzhak 
Rabin, the new leader of the Labour Party and the prime 
minister hopeful in the upcoming Israeli general elections. 

In sum, the stakes in the present tug-of-war between the 
U.S. and its hitherto spoiled child are indeed high. Giving 
an inch to Shamir now would simply deal a death blow to all 
hopes and aspirations for peace in the Middle East. The 
Bush administration can only be commended for digging in 
its heels on the issue even though it is not as complete as one 
would have wished it to be. 


ARAS1C PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'l daily Friday paid tribute to all those officials, technicians 
and workers who exerted strenuous efforts during the recent 
snowstorm to restore normal life to the country. The paper said 
that there were some shortcomings on the part of certain 
* departments and many people complained because of the 
j disruption of electricity. Nonetheless. Jordanian citizens have 
been able to overcome all obstacles through their diligent and 
persevere stand during the storm and close cooperation with the 
civil defence and Armed Forces, which rallied to reopen the roads 
under unusual circumstances. The paper said that the recent 
snowstorm was a hard experiment for Jordanians, who mobilised 
all their resources to deal with the consequences. Disruption of 
electric power was something expected in certain areas and 
people were patient with government workers, who fought 
against many odds to fix the damages, the paper said. It said that 
unusual weather conditions brought about unusual circumstances 
for everyone, but had it not been for the efforts on the part of the 
concerned departments and Armed Forces, many Jordanian 
citizens would have still been cut off and isolated. The paper said 
that one has to learn a serious lesson from the past storm and 
should be prepared for similar conditions that might call for 
further efforts and sacrifices in the future. 

Al Dustour daily Friday described as very positive the U.S. 
administration's stand vis-a-vis the loan guarantees to Israel and 
said that such a position was bound to freeze Jewish settlement 
programmes in the occupied Arab lands. The paper said that the 
American stand, as expressed by the president and his secretary 
of state, James Baker, imply that the U.S- administration has 
adopted a new stand with which the Jewish state should reckon, 
forcing it to comply with the requirements of peace. The new U.S. 
stand will no doubt increase Washington's credibility in the Arab 
World as a main actor in the ongoing peace process. 



U.S. south, once a backwater , 
now make-or-break for candidates 


By Richard Walker 
Renter 

ATLANTA — The south, once a 
political and economic backwa- 
ter, has become a key battleg- 
round in U.S. elections and may 
make or break President George 
Bush’s fight to win a second 
four-year term against the Demo- 
crats’ challenge this year. 

A string of southern primary 
elections over the next few weeks 
will show just how deep — or 
how shallow — support for Mr. 
Bush runs as be grapples with 
economic recession, political 
analysts said. 

In this region of conservative 
thinking and intense local pride, 
Mr. Bush faces a stiff challenge 
for the Republican nomination 
from right-wing commentator Pat 
Buchanan, especially in the prim- 
ary in Georgia on March 3. 

Mr. Buchanan has little chance 


of winning the nomination, but 
Mr. Bush will need solid victories 
m the south to bolster his claim to 
the nomination after Mr. Bucha- 
nan finished a strong second in 
the New Hampshire primary a 
week ago. 

On the Democratic side. Bill 
Clinton hopes to follow the 1976 
example of Jimmy Carter by win- 
ning primaries in his home region 
and then convincing northern 
primary voters that a moderate 
southern Democratic has the best 
chance to defeat a sitting Repub^' 
lican president in November. 

Mr. Clinton will have a lot of 
persuading to do. In the last 30 
years, the sooth has become one 
of the roost loyal regions for the 
Republicans in presidential elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Clinton, the governor of 
Arkansas and the only candidate 
who speaks in a southern drawl, 
faces a growing challenge in the 


south from former Massachusetts 
Governor Paul Tsongas, still rid- 
ing the crest of his victory in New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. Tsongas is campaigning 
hard in Georgia but Mr. Clinton 
is still far and away the favourite, 
political analysts say. 


But after three decades of 
sweeping political reforms, as 
end to segregation and fast 
population growth, the south has, 
now become a trend-setter in 
U.S. politics, according to a new 
study be published by Harvard 
University Press. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Never before has the south, 
been so hotly contested. 

The “Solid south" was for 
nearly a century a stronghold of 
white Democrats who dung to 
post-slavery racial segregation 
and a conservative economic and 
social outlook. 

Party loyalties began to split in 
the 1950s as the Democrats 
moved to a more aggressive stand 
in favour of civil rights, alienating 
much of their southern white 
constituency. 


*1 don't think most people 
realise die old confederacy (of 11 
southern states) is now the largest 
single region in the country both 
in people and for electoral votes 
in picking presidents," said poli- 
tical scientist Merle Black, co- 
author of “the vital south — how 
presidents are elected.” 

The south, still regarded as the 
poorest and most religious part of 
the United States, has voted 
solidly for Republicans in four of 
the last five presidential elec- 
tions. 


The new Republican “solid 
south” was the bedrock for Mr. 
Bush’s 1988 victory over Demo- 
crat Michael Dukakis. 

The only exception to the Re- 
publican tide was in 1976, when 
Georgia’s Jimmy Carter swept 10 
of 11 southern states and defe- 
ated incumbent Republican Pres- 
ident Gerald Ford. 

"The emergence of the south 
as a solid Republican base has 
revolutionised presidential poli- 
tics,” Mr. Black said. 

“The Democrats lost their his- 
toric base and haven't yet come 
up with a strategy to recapture it 
or build a solid northern base,” 
be said in an interview. 

But Mr. Bosh may be in trouble 
in the south due to the recession 
that has weakened his bid across 
the country. 


His next ’primary challenge af- 
ter Georgia will come four days 
Uter in South Carolina, where 
his main opponent may not be 
Mr. Buchanan but David Duke, 
the former Nazi and Ku Kim 
Klan leader from Louisiana. 

Five southern states, including 
populous Florida and Texas, 
vote March 10 on a make-or- 
break day of primary voting that 
has become known as super Tues- 
day. 

Come November, Mr. Bush 
may find that the coalition of 
southern conservative and mod: 
erate voters which elected him in 
1988 has disintegrated doe to 
economic reverses, said Mr. 
Black. 

“If Bush can keep his base in 
the south, he could survive," said 
Mr. Black. “But if the economy is 
bad enough that he’s generally 
discre dited by election time, even 
the south won’t be with him." 


Former Soviet Army 
forced into politics 


By Ralph Boulton 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — The former Soviet 
army, tom by conflicts of national 
loyalty and lacking clear civilian 
control, is being forced in- 
creasingly towards an indepen- 
dent political role. 

Forces Commander Marshal 
Yevgeny Shaposhnikov said last 
weekend after anti-government 
protests attended by army offic- 
ers he saw no current danger of a 
coup. But he accepted there were 
elements nostalgic for the old 
Soviet Union. 

Sergei Rogov, security analyst 
at the U.S. and Canada Institute, 
says Marshal Shaposhnikov per- 
sonifies the quandary of the 
army. As commander be answers 
to no single head of state but to a 
council of commonwealth leaders 
in conflict with each other. 

"The link between die army 
and the state has been broken 
and that is a very dangerous 
situation," Mr. Rogov said. 

“The military feel aban- 
doned to their own devices.” 

Officers mounted the political 
stage last month with formation 
of a “co-ordinating council” to 
consider reform. All meetings are 
held in secret, but the mood is 
dear. 

“The army is paying for the 
mistakes of politicians," its chair- 
man told Pravda newspaper last 
week. 

Failure of the August coup and 
the collapse of the Soviet State 
has not dampened the enthusiasm 
of hardliners for army interven- 
tion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Stanislav 


Terekhov, a leader of the con- 
servative Officers Union who led 
Sunday's 'rally against President 
Boris Yeltsin, says the army is 
losing patience. 

“lire powers in Russia... fear 
the military. They know that if 
the military act, it’s the end of 
them,” he told Reuters. 

The moustachioed General 
Makashov, stripped of his Vol- 
ga-Ural command after the August 
coup, and Viktor Alksnis, known 
to opponents, as the black col- 
onel, stirred a crowd of 5,000 
communist supporters with calls 
for restoration of the union. 

But Mr. Makashov and Mr. 
Alksnis, though they feed lavishly 
off discontent in the forces, are 
not the stuff of coup leaders. 

Mr. Makashov's dismissal after 
the August coup, an attempted 
Seizure of power which failed to 
win the full backing of the forces, 
counts against him. 

The younger, more dynamic 
Alksnis enjoys sympathy in the 
forces but could be too radical in 
style to win broad support. 

Russian vice-president and air-'- 
force General Alexander Ruts- 
koi, critic of Mr. Yeltsin's econo- 
mic reforms, emerges as one 
possible figure to marshal broad- 
er military support in crisis. 

He also has the backing of 
many workers in the vast 
military-industrial complex that 
stands to lose from the army's 
decline. 

“Rutskoi is a form of bridge 
between military and civilians," 
Grigory Revenko, aide to former 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, commented. 

But any outright coup, over- 


throwing Mr. Yeltsin and impos- 
ing control over the whole of 
Russia or even, beyond Russia, 
the former Soviet republics, pre- 
supposes discipline and unity. 

Those base military virtues are 
evaporating by the day. 

Uncertainty at the top of the 
military is compounded by 
wretched conditions and conflict 
on a lower level. 

Ukraine, rejecting a joint com- 
monwealth force, has ordered 
troops on its territory to swear 
loyalty to Kiev and is taking over 
military hardware — moves deeply 
resented by Russia. 

Officers must decide whether 
to bow to President Leonid Krav- 
chuk or rebel. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov, seen 
by Kravchuk as a tool of Mr. 
Yeltsin, cited troubled Trans- 
caucasia as a danger point. Azer- 
baijan, along with Ukraine and 
Moldova plans to set up its own 
army. 

The navy, shaken by a dispute 
with Ukraine over the Black Sea 
fleet, faces its own problems.. 

■'Newspapers report cases of Crews 
refusing to put to sea in protest 
over conditions. 

If the probability of a “straight- 
forward" coup is receding, the 
danger is growing of chaos in the 
force which alone made the 
Soviet Union a superpower. 

“If things continue this way, I 
fear total... fragmentation of 
society and of the country,” Mr. 
Rogov commented. 

“Russia itself could disinte- 
grate into regions controlled by 
someone who relies in some cases 
on the military and others on 
some other force,” he said. 


Algeria s lims cabinet to 
appease discontented 


By John Baggsky 

Reuter 


ALGIERS — Algeria’s rulers, 
keeping their strongmen in con- 
trol, tame brought new blood to a 
dimmer cabinet to try to appease 
discontented youth and Muslim 
fundamentalists, diplomats said 
on Sunday. 

The five-man presidency, 
headed by Mohammad Boucfiaf, 
72, app roved the new govern- 
ment late on Saturday after the 
quietest Muslim weekend in 
several weeks of running battles 
between Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) militants and security 
forces. 


But key posts of defence, in- 
terior, justice^ energy and foreign 
affairs, remain unchanged. 

Prime Minister Sid Ahmed 
GhazaH remains at the helm and 
keeps control of the heavily inde- 
bted economy. 

“The head of go v er nm ent., 
certainly judged it too hazardous 
to torn iveiything upside down at 
a stroke when an emergency 
programme is getting going to 
bring Algeria out of its long 
lethargy,” said the independent 
A1 Watan newspaper on Sunday. 

Two of the newcomers are dis- 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Two of the six new ministers. 
Said Guedn and Sassi Lamouri, 
are dose to the fundamentalist 
movement- Mr. Guecfai is a dissi- 
dent FIS .founder-member. Mr. 

, Lamouri is .an, jqiyun or mosque 
preacher, with Jinks to the FIS, 
local commentators say. 

“It’s a definite attempt to show 
some change bat I suspect it is' 
largely window-dressing,” said 
one western diplomat. 

The new ministers, who in- 
dude a woman in the Health 
Department, are backed by five 
new secretaries of state. 

To streamline decision- 
making, six former ministri es 
have been replaced by three. 
They merge transport with posts 
and telecommunications, culture 
with communications, universi- 
ties with research, technology 
and the environment. 


sklent members of the FIS and 
Socialist Forces Front (FFS) 
which headed the general elec- 
tion, scrapped last month after 
the first round. 

•The FIS took 188 seats and the 
■ FFS 25 of 231 decided and both 
parties arecaflmg for the poll to 
resume. 

“It will have no effect at all on 
the FIS though it will go down 
well with educated opinion,” the 
diplomat added. 

The FIS has not yet reacted to 
the new cabinet but last week 
warned that militants might see 
violence as the only alternative if 
“serious dialogue” was not 
started and if it banned. 

Interim: Minister Larbi Beri- 
kheir, at the forefront of the 
authorities’ vow to restore a 
“state of law”, has started legal 
action to ban the party. 


Mr. Ghozali brought in Mr. 
Guedn, a father of seven and 
trader from Serif, southeast of 
Algiers, as employment and pro- 
fessional training minister. 

Mr. Guechi was ousted from 
the FIS top body during a meet- 
ing in Batna, south of Algiers, 
last year in a power struggle 
following the arrest of top FIS 
men.- 

He had called for dialogue with 
the authorities bat lost to radicals 
in a vacuum that followed arrests 
of FIS leaders over unrest in June 
which led to a state of siege. The 
latest unrest led to the imposition 
of a state of emergency on Febru- 
ary 9. 

“Guedn is not going to carry 
any weight with the FIS,” said the 
diplomat. 

Mr. Guerin's inclusion angered 
veterans of Algeria's 1954 to 1962 
independence war against 
France, Algiers Radio said. 

Former guerrillas were meeting 
just outride Algiers, and the 
radio said many e xpre ss ed “great 
dis ap pointment*' at the list. They 
were ; f>articularly upset at 'the 
‘ fundamentalist element now in 
the heart of the government.” 

Mr. Lamouri, an imam in 
Algiers, is the new religious 
affairs minister, a frontline job in 
the anti-FIS straggle with the 
state seeking to re-establish con- 
trol over the nation’s 10,000 mos- 
ques. 

“The reason the FIS is popular 
is because people want a better 
life,” said another diplomat. “It’s 


tog in these people is going to 
convince them that th i s is com- 
ing.” 


THIS WEEK IN PRINT 


No lessons learnt from times past 


Reviewed by EBa NasraBa 


The snow storm, and in its 
consequences, the peace talks 
in Washington and a number 
of domestic issues in Jordan 
provided material for the local 
dailies in the past week. 

Four snow storms before the 
recent one were not enough to 
teach the Jordan Electric Pow- 
er Company (JEPCOja lesson 
to take precautions against dis- 
ruptions of power to many 
areas, said a columnist in AJ 
Ra’i daily. 

Nazih said that as soon as 
the snowstorm hit the country 
many parts of Amman and 
other towns were engulfed in 
darkness cutting off the main 
source of heating since many 
houses use the central heating 
system. JEPCO was supposed 
to have benefited from the past 
experiences and should have 
taken extra measures to res- 
tore power as soon as the 
damages occur, the writer said. 

A columnist in A1 Dustour 
was critical not only of the 
electricity companies but also 
of other sendees. Saleh A1 Qal- 
lab said that snowstorms m Jor- 
dan revealed that many of the 
roads were built by contractors 
cheating the country and 
escaping punishment. 

He said that residents in 
southern Iordan reported that 
all roads and culverts built in 
the days of the Ottoman role 
withstood the storms but, un- 
fortunately, those built with 
the help of modem technology 
were ail damaged in the first 
storm. 

The writer said that many 
pans of the infrastructures, 
built with taxpayers money, 
have been damaged, ail be- 


cause those responsible for 
their construction chose to 
cheat their country and their 
country men with no one 
asking them to account for 
their action. 

Al Ra’i daily voiced the 
same criticism, noting that 
many of the roads in the King- 
dom were badly affected by the 
first storm. Tt is true that the 
armed forces and civil defence, 
assisted by the municipal work- 
ers, were exerting their utmost 
efforts to deal with the storm, 
but most of the capital's roads 
remained blocked by snow due 
to shortage of road dealing 
equipment. 

The government's decision 
to increase the price of fuel was 
tackled by a number of col- 
umnists and editorials. 

Describing the measure as a 
balanced decision, Salameh 
Ekour, in Sawr Al Shaab, said 
that the government was keen 
on retaining the prices of 
kerosene and gas, as well as 
gasoline, thus preventing the 
rise in price of various com- 
modities and services. 

It increased the price of 
Diesel oil, which used to be- 
nefit truckers from outside Jor- 
dan. first grade' gasoline, used 
by the rich, and fuel oil, used 
in heavy industries, he said. He 
added that at the same time the 
government was keen on intro- 
dudng measures that would 
help the limited-income fami- 
lies; they would include com- 
pensation for the extra fuel 
cost and maintaining the price 
of bread and other commod- 
ities. 

The government’s decision 
to increase oil products prices 


was applauded by Dr. Fahd Al 
Fanek. a columnist who had 
been advocating the move as 
an inevitable one in the course 
of implementing the economic 
restructuring programme, as 
agreed upon with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 

By increasing the oil fuel 
prices, the government has en- 
sured more revenues for the 
state treasury estimated at S30 
million annually, helped Jorda- 
nians to reduce fuel consump- 
tion and helped reduce the 
deficit in the budget, tbe writer 
noted. 

His views were echoed by a 
columnist in Al Dustour who 
said that the increase in fuel 
prices was an invevi table mo- 
ve in view of the economic 
crisis the Kingdom is facing, 

Taber Al Udwan said that 
Jordan has been teeing one 
crisis after another since 1987 
when it was announced that 
the country was heavily inde- 
bted to foreign countries and 
banks. 

He said that the country’s 
pressures increased in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis and its 
consequences on the Kingdom. 

The current campaign 
against potio was discussed by a 
columnist in Sawt Al Shaab 
who paid tribute to the Health 
Ministry for its efforts. 

But the writer, Ahmad Dab- 
bas, called on the ministry to 
disclose the actual number of 
polio cases and to expose the 
shortcomings, if any, in the 
previous campaigns to provide 
effective doses to intents. 

Another columnist in Al 
Dustour said that the polio 
cases underline the need for 
the country to introduce a 
comprehensive health insur- 
ance scheme. 


Mousa Subeihi said that 
although statistics reveal that 
many of the Jordanian citizens 
are either covered by civil, 
military or private sector 
health schemes, at least 10 per 
cent of the population especial- 
ly farmers and low-income 
groups of people do not benefit 
from any such health scheme. 

Reflecting on tbe ongoing 
peace talks in Washington, 
Taber Al Udwan said in Sawt 
Al Shaab that from tbe prog- 
ress of talks it is dear that the 
Shamir government is still in- 
transigent and that the co- 
sponsors are required to exer- 
cise pressure on Israel to force 
it to comply with the require- 
ments of peace. 

Furthermore, Udwan said 
teat the current election cam- 
paign in Israel is making it 
difficult for Shamir’s govern- 
ment to take serious decisions 
concerning peace with the 
Arabs. 

Describing tbe peace talks as 
faring a deadlock, a columnist 
in Al Ra’i daily said that while 
the heads of the four Arab 
countries participating in the 
negotiations are calling for the 
implementation of U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions, Israel’s 
leaders are busying themselves 
with the coming elections mak- 
ing it difficult for the Shamir 
government to take any deci- 
sion. 

Furthermore, the Israelis are 
insisting on their position of no 
halt to the Jewish settlement 
programmes against the views 
of the Arab negotiators who 
say that no progress can be 
achieved if this issue is not 
resolved, said Mohammad 
Kharroub. 

Al Dustour daily said that 
the U.S. secretary of state’s 


statement about loan guaran- 
tees for Israel was most con- 
structive. The paper said that 
the U.S. refusal to grant the 
guarantees was bound to help 
freeze the settlement program- 
me. 

Salameh Ekour said in Sawt 
AJ Shaab that the settlement 
programme being carried out 
by Israel in tbe occupied Arab 


territories: represents the big- 
gest stumbling block in the face 
of any peace between the 
Arabs and Israel. 

The writer called on the 
Arab countries to refer the 
question of settlements to the 
Security Council which can 
order Israel to halt the prog- 
ramme and comply with the 
world community’s wishes. 


LETTERS 


Parents like to learn 

To tbe Editor: 

I agree wholeheartedly with Dr. Marisabei Ah,. v , 
(Parents have a right to learn, February 24 1 99^ but th/n, 12^ 
is how should parents go about learning’ ~ he question 

(smee dear-cut solutions do norV^cT aoes not ^ ideas 

educated guesses about the 
Maybe some child edncationexSs *1 ™ children), 
parents, through articles Or anv SkI? Can vw ? lure to guide US 
their ideas on « A - <» 
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Randa Habib’s 
Comer r-? 

Allis not so rosy 

^rogEj), snow has OTerwdcmBttl its stay in our midst. After &U 
** •**“* P* nnttl 00 •*“* white viator, it seems that 
i iiniifff*" had store titan enough, and they now yearn for a 
J^STatar their bow drenched plains. 

the rfanagia and huge losses left by continued snowfafl 
foods. Jordanians woold rather have a “truce” or a 
in order to catch up with the day-to-day life. 
'*»®* genended from the Gve consecutive storms 
ffcZtar Ikaited dams to their seams. And even more, the 
flooded the already frost-hit farmlands in the Jordan 
dsewhere. 

Dtefesbn* 40(16(1 8101051 evef y street in the Kingdom, electric 
JtZaThxi been cut-off, water pipes have burst and shantv 
2JS dwd Sags have been erased. 

Artrtfroia'tte overafl economic and administrative flap^ ^ 
h l£cooatoy,.snowstorms also affected the lives of bread-winners 
earn, their wages on daily basis. All through the storms, these 

_ . ‘ • i. ■» -- 1 - i n n rro nf i him i— o ■> . a. ■ a 


SLrers lost their sole source of income, a situation which may 
'died th* respective eamhi g for months to come. 

do not try to underestimate the positive effects of snow and 
on our sad-batm plains, but one has to be realistic and 
jjfcd a dowa to earth perspective of the situation. True we gained a 
j£ .fcat nevertheless, we had our losses which have to be 
i .addressed. 

!’_■ : jt jg about time oar newscasters and radio commentators cover 
‘^the good, the bad and the ugly.” Life has two facets and both of 
£tm should be highlighted, on their merits, be they good or bad. 


HKfl] SDIKUU uc _ — — —j wv 6«« W wta. 

So newscasters, try to paint a r ea listi c , down to earth 

jttore of events. And. do not try to put words in Che month oT 
Jople who try to post a complaint, or say that things were not as 
Josyas portrayed. Hear them out, and give concerned authorities a 
chance to help. 


Talks make little headway 

(Continued from page 1) Lebanon, espe 


-VI 1 basis of the negotiations. 

According to the Syrians and 
■" Israelis, the latter also handed 
•■-Tjfjj. “documents including ideas” to 
•wjiJ the Syrians but both sides de- 
: 4 ^' dined from divulging details. 
— ^ ' The Syrians said that the subst- 
:: jjjce of die documents was “un- 
1 acceptable.” 

(Jnlike the other delegations, 

* the Lebanese has kept a very km 
proSe and (fid not disclose much 

--■> ' about die negotiations. But prior 
to the start of the talks that 

• Lebanese delegation explained 
-Vif that its main concern was to 

'■ emphasise the sovereignty of 


Lebanon, especially after the 
senes of Israeli raids in the week 
leading up to the negotiations, 
and begin negotiations over re- 
solution 568. 

• Edging by the Israeli account, 
the Israeli-Lebanese talks re- 
mained deadlocked, especially 
that the Israelis tried to shift the 
emphasis on the presence of 
Lebanese and Palestinian fighters 
in South Lebanon. 

Mr . Gu] said on Thursday that 
Israel demanded an end to the 
presence of “all terrorists in 
Lebanon,” and that it had given 
Lebanon a list of “terrorist 
groups and the number of their 
fighters present in Lebanon.” 


Foreign minister lauds 


(Contained from page 1) 

and will stick to principles that it 
bokfe.” ' 

He add^d that he thought, it 
was ^roba^ ihe fiia time an 
American secretary .of state jias 
flood his ground on what he 
considers a matter of principle." 

Dr. Abu Jaber noted that the 
position taken by the Bush admi- 
nistration allows it to be “an 
honest broker” in the peace talks, 
adding that this is an attempt "to 
act in an even-handed manner" 
between Arabs and Israel in their 
disputes. 

Mr. Baker told the congress- 
men that tiie loan guarantees, 
covering S10 bOlion over five 
years, would not come through if 
Israel continued building settle- 
ments, winch he has said for 
many months the Bush adminis- 
tration viewed as an “obstacle to 


Algerian official rejects charge 


(Cmtfhmed from page 1) 

1933 that brought Adolf Hitler to 
power. 

“If the citizens of that country- 
had interrupted the progress of 
that party, Europe would have 
avoided millions of deaths." he 
said. 

Mr. Haroun blamed the fun- 


damentalists' popularity on poor 
economic conditions. 

Those Algerians who are old 
enough to remember the 1954-62 
war of independence against 
France are “progressive and 
democratic,” he said, while youn- 
ger people are more prone to the 
religious rigour of FIS. 
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peace." 

Mr. Baker indicated that 
Washington would be willling to 
grant part of the guarantees if 
Israel foregoes any -plans for new 
settlement activity. According to 
the secretary of state,- this -would- 
require setting up measures 
which would deduct the amount 
already put into housing starts 
since Jan. 1 from the total 
granted. 

Israeli reaction to Mr. Baker's 
remarks was predictably nega- 
tive. Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir said. “We cannot under any 
circumstance go along with the 
principle that Jews have no right 
to live in this or that part of the 
land Israel,” making reference to 
the occupied territories. 

But Mr. Baker left the decision 
entirely with the Jewish state. 
“The choice is Israel's," he told 
the congressional sub-committee. 
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By Anthony Lewis 

BOSTON — President Bush is 
under such attack these days for 
principle — for wavering 
on issues — that he is entitled to 
credit for one area in which he 
has made a principled commit- 
ment and stuck to it. That is his 
policy for peace between Israel 
and the Arabs. 

No one can doubt that Mr. 
Bush cares about the issue, deep- 
ly and personally. He has worked 
at it from the beginning of his 
presidency. He seized die mo- 
ment after the Gulf war to press a 
new proposal that actually got die 
parties to the negotiating table. 
And in all this he has taken 
considerable political risk. 

Now bis policy is up against aij 
especially prickly question: 
whether to insist that Israel, in 
order to get American loan 
guarantees, stop building settle- 
ments in the occupied territories. 
In this time of political difficulty 
for him, will the president stay 
the course? I believe he will. 

One reason for thinking so is 
that continuation of the peace 
talks hangs on the settlement 
question, as Mr. Bush is well 
aware. Any formula that provides 
billions of dollars in guarantees to 
Israel without effectively stop- 
ping its creeping annexation of 
the West Bank and Gaza would 
make it impossible for the Palesti- 
nians to stay at the table. 

The key word, for American 
policy makers, is “effective." For 
more than 20 years U.S. adminis- 
trations have opposed the seizing 
of land and building of settle- 
ments in the occupied territories, 
but the opposition has been 
pathetically ineffective. 

The president and Secretary of 
State Baker know about that 
first-hand. In 1990 they arranged 
$400 million in loan guarantees to 
Israel for bousing new immig- 
rants. Mr. Baker arduously 
negotiated conditions: that none 
of the money go to the occupied 
territories and Israel provide full 
information on what it spends in 
the territories. 

But the conditions have had no 
effect. A report issued by the 
General Accounting Office last 
week found that the U.S. guaran- 
tees simply freed up other money 
that Israel spent in die West Bank 
and Gaza. And the Israel govern- 
ment did not provide the prom- 
ised information. 

Once burned. Mr. Bush and 
Mr. Baker will no doubt be twice 
shy. They are likely to require 
firm and enforceable rules that 
any U.S. loan guarantees will not 
allow Israel to spend other funds 
on housing and infrastructure in 
the occupied territories, and that 
there will be no new settlement 
construction. 

The president is also likely to 
stick to his guns because his 
policy is good for Israel. It en- 
courages Israel to make a choice 
that its political system has been 
avoiding but that world trends 
demand. 

The choice is between peace 
and annexation. Israelis have 
long wanted peace. But their 
governments have pursued ex- 
pansionist policies incompatible 
with peace. 

It was possible to fudge the 
choice so long as there was no 
one to negotiate with anyway — 
so long as the Arabs refused to 
make peace. But now Arab de- 
legations are actually negotiating. 

An Israeli policy of refusing to 
make the territorial compromise 
necessary for peace has also re- 
quired enormous American sub- 
vention. The billions in annual 
military and economic aid could 
be counted on while the cold war 


Where Bush is right 


was on and Israel helped to block 
Soviet ambitions in the Middle 
East. 

But the cold war is over now. 
there is no Soviet threat and it is 
not so dear that American sup- 
port at such levels can continue 


indefinitely. Israelis themselves 
are increasingly restive at their 
dependence on the United States. 

Moreover, the end of the cold 
war presents Israel with a great 
challenge and opportunity: to 
build a high-tech dvilian eco- 


nomy that would employ immig- 
rants. But that can happen only if 
there is peace. 

Secretary of State Baker, in 
talking with Israel's ambassador 
about the request for $10 billion 
in loan guarantees, has made it 


dear that the choice is Israel s. 
The United Slates wants to pro- 
vide the guarantees, but only on 
terms that do not destroy the 
chance for peace. 

If the president holds to that 
position, he will be doing both 


Israel and the United Stales .i 
service. He will put their crucr.il 
relationship on a more reali'-m. 
basis for the pOSt-colJ-w ji era. 
their mutual benefit. 

— The New York Time .v 
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Over ten thousand items and brands awaiting 
for you at the most convenient prices 

Safeway in top shape again 

The New Management 


ONE STOP SHOP AT 


AFEWAY 


INTERNATIONAL 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stxm 30% larger 

• Free Mecal Frame 

13 x 18 cn 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


MANDARIN RfiSTACRANT] 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 
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Saudi Real Estate | 
687821/22 


^ RENT ^ 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 

17^1 real estate 
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Just call NIDAL 

693037 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 1 
room...! I 


TUke away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l / 
ffeL 661922, Amman | 
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CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12:00-15:00 & I&3Q-233Q 
Tel: 03-314415 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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IOC to conduct 10,000 
experimental blood tests 


LE LECHERE (R) — More than 
10,000 tests must be conducted in 
the next few months before blood 
testing can be introduced at the 
Olympics, medical officials have 
said. 

The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) is keen to 
adopt a blood test to detect the 
presence of EPO, a drug believed 
to be used by athletes as a substi- 
tute for blood doping. 

Blood doping involves the re- 
moval of a quantity of blood 
which is restorefoto the body just 
before competition to enhance 
the circulation of oxygen to the 
musdes. It has been known to 
have been used by athletes to 
improve performance. 

The same effecr can be 
achieved by using EPO, the hor- 
mone drug Erythropoietin which 
is routinely used to treat kidney 
patients suffering from anaemia. 

Prince Alexandre de Merode. 
chairman of the IOC Medical 
Commission, said on the eve of 
the Winter Olympics that de- 


velopment of the EPO test had 
been virtually completed. 

He was keen to introduce ex- 
perimental blood testing at the 
Albertville Games but met 
opposition from within the IOC. 

However, De Merode told a 
news conference Saturday that 
extensive checks were still 
needed to determine the effec- 
tiveness of the test. 

He said the IOC bad to be sure 
there were no significant blood 
variations among different racial 
groups. 

“We need to carry out a large 
number of experiments to be 
certain of efficiency," Prince Ale- 
xander said. 

"More than 10,000 tests will be 
carried out in the coming months 
. We need to be sure there are no 
(racial) variations according to 
the type of individuals," he 
added. 

France, Belgium and Britain 
had agreed to take part in further 
experiments although no word 
bad been received from Germany 


or the United States, Prince Ale- 
xander said. 

He added that it was not yet 
possible to say when blood testing 
would be introduced at the Olym- 
pics. “The time frame is not easy 
to set," he said. 

Prince Alexander increased 
suspicion that athletes had used 
EPO when he added: “We know 
that EPO has been stolen from 
some hospitals, and probably not 
to treat patients." 

Blood specialist Professor 
Francesco Conconi said that re- 
search indicated that EPO caused 
some change in blood structure. 

EPO increased the size of red 
cells and raised the haemoglobin 
level. 

“The effect is to increase the 
aerobic power of athletes, impro- 
ving performance m events last- 
ing from four minutes to two 
hours," he said. 

Research had been carried out 
on 20 athletes who had been 
treated with EPO and 230 who 
had not. 


Indurain, Lemond to race in Tour Du Pont 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (AP) — 
Tour De France champion 
Miguel Indurain of Spain and 
Greg Lemond, a three- time win- 
ner of that event, will compete in 
the streamlined Tour Du Pont 
bicycle race. 

The 1,000 mile (1.609-km) 
stage race, reduced in length ab- 
out ISO miles (241 km) from last 
year, will begin on May 7 in 
Wilmington. Delaware, and con- 
clude on May 17 at RFK Stadium 
m Washington D.C. 

“This will definitely be one of 
die toughest races of the year," 
Said Lemond, leader of the “Z" 
team. "I remember the suffering 
from last year's race. It's a tough 
race. People think the east is fiat. 


but they’re wrong. It is always 
rolling, which gives you no time 
to recover on the flats." 

The race, which began in 1989 
as the Tour De Trump, is the 
largest cycling event in the Un- 
ited States, Tlie field, which will 
include 13 professional and the 
three amateur teams, will race 
through a middle- Atlantic region 
encompassing Delaware, Virgi- 
nia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and 
Washington, D.C. 

In addition to four U.S. teams, 
seven-rider professional and 
amateur squads based in Spain, 
Belgium, Germany. Switzerland, 
Colombia, France and the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 


are scheduled to compete. 

The 11-stage, point-to-point 
race will include seven road 
races, three individual time trials 
and two circuit races. 

“We have shortened the race 
by almost ISO miles from last 
year,” said Michael Plant, the 
event's executive director. “But 
we have made it more moun- 
tainous, which should make the 
race more intense." 

In addition to finishes in such 
cities as Richmond, Virginia. 
Dover, Maryland, and Hersey, 
Pennsylvania, the race wfil also 
feature stages in the Allegheny, 
Blue Ridge and Pocono Moun- 
tain ranges. 
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Nelson, 
Fenech 
both want 
to fight 
Whitaker 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Talk to Azumah Nelson and 
the name of Pemell Whitaker 
figures prominently in the con- 
versation. 

Talk to Jeff Fenech and the 
same name keeps cropping up. 

Veteran Nelson defends his 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
super-featherweight title against 
Fenech at Princess Park Sunday 
and both fighters have undis- 
puted lightweight champion Whi- 
taker as their next target. 

Nelson and Fenech fought to a 
controversial 12-round draw in 
Las Vegas on June 28 last year. 
Many ringsiders thought the un- 
beaten Fenech, an Australian, 
deserved a win. 

Sunday's rematch is expected 
to draw a crowd of dose to 40,000 
in a land where Fenech is a 
national hero. 

The Australian has a 26-0-1 
record and has previously held 
the DBF bantamweight and WBC 
super-bantam and featherweight 
titles. Only sugar Ray Leonard, 
Thomas Hearns and Roberto 
Duran have so for won world 
titles in four different weight divi- 
sions. Fenech aims to join them. 

Nelson, the 33-year-oid cham- 
pion from Ghana, has a 34-2-1 
record. 

The only losses on his record 
are to Salvador Sanchez in 1982 
and to Whitaker in 1990, when he 
moved up to lightweight and lost 
on points. 

“1 badly want to fight Whitaker 
again. I wasn't myself last tune 
we fought,” Nelson said. 

Fenech has never met Whitak- 
er, bot also is itching for a crack 
at the American. 

“I’ve always talked about win- 
ning five titles before I retire and 
a match against Whitaker would 
capture the imagination of the 
boxing world," Fenech said. 

“Bat first, I have some un- 
finished business with Azumah." 

Fenech was incensed by the 
Las Vegas decision and believed 
Nelson was given breathing space 
when in trouble between the 
ninth and 10th rounds. 

Nelson's cornermen lost their 
fighter's mouthguard between 
rounds, causing a delay of over-a 
minute. ' ,i;ln 

WBC supervisor Gabriel Pena- 
garicano issued orders at Friday’s 
pre-fight rides meeting that both 
corners should have spare mouth- 
pieces, gloves and bootlaces on 
hand. 

“It’s six months too late,” 
Fenech said. 

Fenech had Nelson's trainer, 
Buffalo Munoz, exchanged jibes 
at the meeting, and Munoz ac- 
cused the Australian of being “a 
dirty fighter.” 

“Just bring enough mouth- 
guards," Fenech responded. 

Fenech said Friday he was ner- 
vous, but in top physical condi- 
tion. 

‘Tm so light now that I can 
afford to put on a pound before 
the weight-in," Fenech said. 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 



SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Siemerink upsets Edberg in Rotterdam 

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) — Dutchman Jan Siemerink 
played a confident game to upset top-seeded Swede Stefan 
Edberg in straight sets in the second round of the ABN Tennis 
Tournament. Siemerink, ranked 42nd in the ATP Tour, lost his 
fust service game against the world's second-ranked tennis player 
and holder of four Grand Slam titles. But Siemerink came back 
quickly, playing the net sharply and aggressively to daim a first 
set tie-break and take the second set with remarkable ease to 
finish 7-6 (7-5), 6-2. The 21-year-old Dutchman has won only one 
singles title in his tennis career, last year in Singapore. Second- 
seeded Boris Becker of Germany, ranked fourth by the ATP, also 
won straight sets victory, beating Swede Andres Jarryd 6-2, 64. 
In other seeded play, fifth-seeded Croatian Goran Prptc prevailed 
in a marathon tie-break to win 7-5, 7-6 (10-8) against Dutchman 
Torn Njjssea. Seventh-seeded Russian AJeksandr Volkov knock- 
ed out American Jim Grabb in yet another of the day's straight set 
decisions, scoring 6-3, 6-3. 

Mancini, Sanchez advance in Arizona 

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (AP) — Top-seeded Emilio Sanchez of 
Spain easily advanced to the quarterfinals of the $260,000 Purex 
Tennis Championships Thursday night with a 6-2, 6-0 win over 
France’s Thierry Champion. Earlier Thursday, No. 4 seed 
Alberto Mancini of Argentina started slow, but overcame a 
twisted ankle to beat countryman Gabriel Markus 4-6, 64, 6-2 in 
the second round. Also, fifth-seeded Malvai Washington of 
Swartz Creek, michigan, got past Peruvian Jaime Yzaga 64, 6-3 
and No. 7 seed Brad Gilbert of San Rafael. California, advanced 
with a 6-2, 6-2 win over Glenn Layendecker. Sanchez, ranked 
10th in the world, needed just 57 minutes to eliminate the 
48the-ranked champion. Mancini, ranked No. 22 in the world, 
struggled through an error-filled first set, twisting his ankle 
leading 2-1 in the second set. After getting his ankle taped, the 
22-year-old clinched the fourth game with an ace and did it again 
in the next two service games. 

Seles, Fernandez advance at Evert Cup 

INDIAN WELLS, California (AP) — Top-seeded Monica Seles, 
ranked No. 1 in the world, defeated Tami Whitlinger Thursday to 
advance in the Evert Cup tennis tournament. It took 76 minutes 
for Seles to beat Whitlinger 6-2, 6-3 in the third round of the 
£350,000 tournament at foe Grand Champions Resort. Seles 
attributed her longcr-than-mual match to foe bot weather and 
unfamiliar turf. “It was definitely hotter today," Seles said. “I 
have played earlier here before. This is a different court than I’m 
used to so it takes a few matches to get use to. She is a tough 
player." Seles faces seventh-seeded Gigi Fernandez in foe 
quarterfinals. Fernandez advanced after beating Ginger Helge- 
son, 6-4, 6-3. Seles and Fernandez played each other at last year’s 
U.S. Open, also in foe quarterfinals. Seles won that match in 
straight sets, 6-1, 6-2. Asked about facing Fernandez this year, 
Seles said: “I’ve got to come in every chance I can. She is a tough 
player- I'D just try to put my game together.” 

Holyfield to fight Holmes 

NEW YORK (AP) — Heavyweight champion Evander Holyfield 
will defend his title against former champ Larry Holmes in June at 
Caesar's Palace in Las Vegas, Holyfield ’s manager Shelly Finkel 
said. “In the next day or two it will all be together, and we’ll make 
a formal announcement," Finkel said. “We’re meeting with 
people from Caesar's and TVKO to wrap things op." TVKO is a 
monthly pay-per-view boxing series that will televise the bout. 
Discussions scheduled for Wednesday also will focus on a fight 
date. Holyfield’s management favours June 8.. but TVKO would 
prefer to televise the fight June 19, according to Mike Boorman, a 
spokesman for JMaiiL. Events, Holyfield’s promoter.. All sides 
refus^'cotriment on the purtes of foe fighters. 

Rodriguez beats Lopez 

IRVINE, California (AP) — Danny “Little Red” Lopez, away 
from the ring for a dozen years, was knocked out 37 seconds into 
the second round by Jorge Rodriguez in a scheduled 10-round 
junior lightweight bout. Lopez, who retired in 1980 after being 
knocked down by Salvador Sanchez in consecutive fights, was cut 
under foe right eye in foe first round. He was caught flush by a 
right hand early in foe second and went down heavily on his side. 
Referee Larry RozadiUa stopped the bout for the sluggish 
39-year-old Alhambra resident. Lopez, whose free swinging style 
was one of the most exciting on foe World Boxing Council 
(WBC), defended his WBC featherweight title eight times before 
losing to Sanchez. He won foe WBC championship in 1976 over 
David Kotey in Africa in an upset decision. Lopez falls to 42-6 
with 39 knockouts. 

FIFA gives 4 states provisional rights 

ZURICH (R) — Soccer's world governing body FIFA granted 
provisional rights to the newly-formed soccer associations in 
Croatia, Slovenia, Georgia and the Ukraine. A FIFA statement 
said the provisional rights given ahead of formal recognition by its 
congress in July would enable the assocations to draw up internal 
transfer regulations and arrange transfers with other associations. 
They would also now be entitled to play fruendly matches at 
international level with dubs and other nations. FIFA said it 
considered foe football association of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States as the legal successor to the former Soviet 
football federation until further notice. This association would 
also for the time being be responsible for arranging international 
transfers for players from Belarus, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, 
FIFA said. 
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A GRAND SACRIFICE 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

* 8 

“ A J 8 7 6 

JO 97 62 

* A 6 

WEST EAST 

* K 10 9 * 3 2 

? K 9 3 2 7 4 

: 5 3 : A K Q 8 4 

+ KQ10 5 + J 9 4 3 2 

SOUTH 

♦AQJ7654 

r Q 10 6 

vj 

* 8 7 
The bidding; 

North East South West 

2 Pass 3 # Pass 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of ♦ 

Great Britain won the European 
Championships held in K (Harney. 
Ireland, some six weeks ago and 
qualified to lead that continent's 
four-team contingent to the 1991 
World Team Championships, to be 
held in October in Japan. The award 
for the best defense went to Ire- 
land’s Pat Walshe for his sparkling 
effort on this hand. 

The Polish North-South were us- 
ing a highly artificial bidding sys- 
tem. North's two- diamond opening 
bid promised either a red or a black 


two-suiter, and South's jump to 
three spades was invitational, show- 
ing a one-suited hand of 6-10 points. 

We find North's raise to game 
incomprehensible. 

Wolshe.' West, led the king of 
clubs. Declarer won in dummy and 
tried the spade finesse, losing to the 
king. Can you spot how Walshe de- 
feated the contract? 

West found the only card to force 
declarer to concede— he shifted to 
the king of hearts! Declarer won 
that in dummy, but now had no way 
to return to hand to draw the re- 
maining trumps. Declarer did as 
well as possible by leading a dia- 
mond toward the jack in the closed 
hand, but East was able to win and 
reach West with a club. Another 
heart allowed East to niff for a one- 
trick set 

Looking at all four hands, it is 
easy to see that declarer could have 
avoided defeat by playing ace and 
queen of spades. But we are blessed 
with the knowledge that the heart 
finesse will work— information not 
available to declarer. Instead, let’s 
credit Walshe with a brilliant de- 
fense for realizing that it waa essen- 
tial to shift to the king of hearts, and 
that a' low heart would have made 
declarer’s life easy. 


FORECAST TOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY » 

By 2m S. Pierson. Astrologer, Cerron Btfm ***** . 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Un- 
usual ideas come into foe picture 
today. Be sure that you make a 
point to seize them at once. Put 
yourself in a position to use your 
revitalised energy to attain your 
ambitions. 

A pnac- (March 21 fo April )9) 
Consider you usual tasks, whether 
they are at home, in foe world of 
action, in salesmanship*, foops or 
places of business and improve 
them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
very pleasant day to make whatev- 
er appointments are available at 
the entertainments and amuse- 
ments you like and then enjoy 
them as you like. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can get right at whatever requires 
your attention at your residence 
and improve and make it just as 
you wish it to be in the future. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have little trouble 
now in convincing those with 
whom you have contact to under- 
stand reports and plans you have to 
improve activities. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
very good chance is now present 
for you to do whatever will in- 
crease the value of your property 
or make more presentable your 
bolding to others. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You certainly have all kinds of 
reaching out that can gain you the 


manv personal things tor 
you have been bending your bo- 

efforts for. 

UBRA: (September 23 to 
22) A very good tunc for doing 
whatever will bring you doscr to 
your intimate aims and you can 
find the best means to plan a 
campaign to get them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Look up your mmiOKO- 
urinating and specialised fncmb 
whoi can be of service to you m 
gaining your fondest wishes and .el 
them know your wishes. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) The world can be 
your oyster today and tonight n 
yon go after outside ambitions in a 
highly particular and very specific 
manner. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You like to be aware 

of all phases of any course of action 
that comes to your attention and as 
new ones are at your fingertips 
pursue them with care. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever you activities 
now by approaching them from a 
well organised and consistent 
fashio n you will be able to make 
them pay off for you. j 

PIS CES : (February 20 to March 
20) Much conversation between an 
associate and yourself is the best 
means by which to come to a more 
complete understanding on how to 
gain join aims. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





‘If we catch them on our tongues 
before they hit the sidewalk, we 
won’t have to shovel them!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• - - by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
on e ten ar to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




u 


NEVER FORGET A 
FK/ENC? ESPECIALLY 
IF HE POES THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
rorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's 1 JumbteB: LEAV E *UVE KISMET FOIBLE 
j Answer ft takes beef to do 

MAKE "BEEFSTEAK” 



THE Daily Crossword by 


Robert D. Wilder 


14 — Gay 

15 Sftakaspearean 
actor Edmund 

16 Boutique 

17 Tenrts score 

19 Horse's gait 

20 Cardigans 

21 Car, informally 

23 Trial 

24 Portions 

25 — Guaa 

28 Prompter's job; 
var. 

29 Bride s gift fo 
the groom 

30 Prepare 




34 island In 
Formosa Strait 
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^Survey provides further evidence 
that American consumers are 
hunkeringr down for bleaker times 


JEW YORK (AP) — American 
- consumer gloom deepened this 
... -month to the lowest Jevdsi nee 
; the severe recession of 1974, *e 

. Conference Board said m a wide- 

jy followed survey that disturbed 

economists. ' 

• r ; The business research group 
said its monthly survey of con- 
V- sumer sentiment reflected a 
haunring fear created by the daily 
-?-i wrage of layoff announcements 
r ; and corporate cutbacks. Nearly a 
third of the survey respondents 
predicted fewer job opportunities 
in months ahead. 

“The numbers are a very dre- 

' : ' ary assessment of the job situa- 
don and that's where it’s dll at,” 
v said’ Fabian linden, executive 
. - director of the Conference Board 
airvey. “The labour world out 
here is very shaky.’ 1 

The results offered further evi- 

• fence that American consumers, 
^ose spending is critical to a 

Jfevival of the economy, are hunk- 
\ \ing down for bleaker times. 

If that attitude prevails, eco- 
idinists said, the current down- 

* nrn could last longer than pre- 
foosly thought. When consum- 
ers spend less, merchants sell 

N ^ ss _ factory orders decline and 
oemployment increases. 

The Conference Board's con- 
i saner confidence index dropped 
\ fom a January reading of 50.2 to 
; fe February reading of 46.3. That 
j is the lowest level since a reading 
! 6(43.2 in December 1974, when 

I tfe nation was gripped by high 
I unem ployment and inflation. 

■ The index, based on a 1985 
! adjusted base of 100, is calculated 
• from responses to questions sent 
5,000 households nationwide, 
covering topics that range from 
vacation plans to the outlook for 
employment and business. 

“The public's assessment of the 
OHTGni situation continues to be 
beak..; Half the respondents, for 
sample, felt present business 
conditions are bad, half feel jobs 
are hard to get and more than a 
ihnJ feel job opportunities will 


3fr, 


decline in the future,” the survey 
showed. 

Economists consider the index 
a useful tool in determining the 
American consumer mood. Many 
had been expecting the results to 
show an increase in consumer 
confidence because of other re- 
cent signs that the economy is 
picking up, notably an increase in 
sales of homes, cars and other 
merchandise. 

Even Alan Greenspan, the 
chairman of the Federal Reserve 
(Fed), who was testifying about 
the economic outlook in Con- 
gress when the Conference Board 
survey was released, said the 
results were disturbing and con- 
flicted with his guardedly optimis- 
tic assessment about a recovery. 

Some economists said the con- 
sumer gloom over unemployment 
seems unfounded, since the job- 
less rate, at 7.1 per cent, remains 
substantially lower than the last 
recession in 1982 and the more 
severe one in 1974. 

But others said the Conference 
Board survey’s results should 
have come as no surprise, given 
the level of anxiety among many 
Americans about their job secur- 
ity. 

Mr. Greenspan said he be- 
lieved signs of a recovery should 
become apparent in weeks, but 
he pledged to cut interest rates 
again if the long-awaited rebound 
fizzles. 

Mr. Greenspan's assurances, 
however, failed to satisfy mem- 
bers of the Senate Banking Com- 
mittee. who said the Fed's timid- 
ity in moving aggressively to low- 
er rates had worsened the coun- 
try's economic troubles. 

For his part, Mr. Greenspan 
insisted that the Fed's Credit eas- 
ing was having a positive impact 
on housing and ether interest- 
rate sensitive parts of the eco- 
nomy. 

“We are having an effect. The 
question is, 'are we having 
enough of an effect or is more 
required?',” Mr. Greenspan told 


the committee. 

The Fed last moved to cut rates 
two months ago. On Dec. 20, it 
slashed its discount rate — the 
interest it charges commercial 
banks — to a 27-year-low of 3.5 
per cent and moved its target for 
the federal funds rate, interest 
that banks charge each other, to 
four per cent. 

Despite pressure from the 
Bush administration and . Con- 
gress, the Fed has sat tight since 
that time with Mr. Greenspan 
repeatedly saying he believed the 
central bank has done enough to 
ensure an economic recovery be- 
ginning in the April-June quarter. 

Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady, testifying before the 
House Banking Committee, said 
he believed that by “the latter part 
of the spring and the early sum- 
mer. we'll begin to see enough 
statistics so people will decide for 
themselves that this is a recovery 
that justifies the name recovery.” 

But Mr. Brady said having a 
government official or a group of 
economists say that recovery was 
occurring was not enough to 
make it happen. 

“1 don't believe in incantation 
economics. I don't believe you 
can just lay your hands on the 
economy and say it is going to get 
better,” Mr. Brady said. 

Mr. Greenspan said that if a 
recovery truly is occurring then 
“we should see signs of that in a 
matter of weeks, not months.” 

Pressed to describe what he 
would do in the face of further 
disappointing economic reports, 
Mr. Greenspan said the Fed 
would first move the funds rate 
down but would hold off on 
further discount rate cuts unless 
there was a pressing need for a 
change m the Fed's most visible 
policy lever. 

Senators said that the survey by 
the Conference Board proved 
that Americans had lost faith in 
the ability of Washington nolicy- 
makers to help a troubled eco- 
nomy. 


Aquino drums up 
economic recovery 


MANILA (R) — The battered 
Philippine economy is set for 
recovery, with inflation falling 
and the country’s currency 
strengthening against the dollar. 
President Corazon Aquino has 
said. 

“No doubt our economy has 
finally turned around.” said Mrs. 
Aquino in a speech at the laun- 
ching of a gold coin commemor- 
ating her six years in power. 
"Economic indicators support 
this.” 

"Calamities and disasters, 
failed coup attempts and other 
insurgencies only serve to help us 
grow from strength to strength.” 
declared Mrs. Aquino, who was 
swept to power in a popular 
revolt in February 1986. 

Mrs. Aquino said that despite 
the six coup attempts by right- 
wing army rebels and a series of 
natural disasters which hit the 
country over the past two years, 
the economy was recovering from 
zero growth last year. 

“There has been a wave of 
invigorating change and more 
good things for our people.'' said 
the president. 


She said the balance of pay- 
ments was strengthening, infla- 
tion was falling and the country's 
currency, the peso, was appre- 
ciating against the U.S. dollar. 

Mrs. Aquino's rosy outlook fol- 
lowed agreement with overseas 
banks in New York to restructure 
$5.3 billion of Philippine com- 
mercial debt, and approval by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to resume lending to the 
heavily-indebted country. 

The Philippines has total over- 
seas debt of $29 billion. 

The government foresees 
growth in real Philippine gross 
national product (GNP) recover- 
ing to 2. 5-3.0 per cent in 1992 
from zero last year. Businessmen 
say the recovery could be sharper 
after may presidential elections. 

But (he government has re- 
moved much slack in the eco- 
nomy with a tight monetary poli- 
cy designed to drive down infla- 
tion. which has fallen from a 
six-year high of 19.3 per cent last 
September to just under 1(J per 
cent in January. 

Businessmen have been wor- 
ried by the appreciation of the 



Corazon Aq uino 

peso against the dollar which 
helps make Philippine exports 
more expensive. 

The peso was devalued hv eight 
per cent to 28 to a dollar in 
October 199U, but has gradually 
climbed back to almost 26 be- 
cause of a strong flow of dollars 
into the economy from overseas 
workers. 

A 5.0 per cent levy has also 
curbed imports, reducing demand 
for the U.S. currency during a 
period of stagnation. 

Most businessmen are awaiting 
the results of the May II polls 
before taking any investment de- 
cisions. 


OPEC official suspects ploy 
to control world energy markets 


CAIRO (R) — An OPEC official 
has questioned the phenomenon 
of global wanning and said a 
proposed EC carbon tax to com- 
bat it was a ploy to control world 
energy markets. 

“We do not know whether 
global warming is a certainty or 
nor.” Mohammed Al Sahlawi, 
head of OPEC’s news agency, 
told a symposium of economists. 
“Is there really a man-made 
problem, or is it part of a natural 
cycle?” 

The European Commission 
proposes to introduce a tax of $1 
per barrel of oil in 1993 to fight 
global wanning and curb demand 


for oil. The tax would rise to S10 
a barrel by the year 2000. 

But Mr. Sahlawi said it was 
designed to control energy mar- 
kets in favour of the consuming 
countries. 

"A proposed $10 a barrel 
energy-carbon tax... (is) an 
attempt to regulate the energy 
market in a way which we believe 
will be disadvantageous to OPEC 
countries.” he told about 60 
analysts at the symposium, orga- 
nised by the Japanese think-tank 
JIME. 

"We do not object to the crea- 
tion of some order in the energy 
markets ... but we are not going 


to allow ourselves to be locked 
out of a significant pan of the 
world market in what appears to 
us to be an arbitrary manner,” 
Mr. Sahlawi said. 

OPEC producers agreed this 
month to cut their production by 
around 1 .4 million barrels per day 
(b/d) to around 23 million b/d but 
still face a worldwide oil glut. 

The Gulf Cooperation Council 
has said the proposed EC carbon 
tax could cut OPEC revenues by 
$14 billion a year and cause the 
gross national product in EC 
states to drop by up to 2.5 per 
cent. 


General Motors reports biggest loss in U.S. corporate history 


$ 


DEROIT (R) General 
Motes (G.Mt)~eorp has ~Tc~ 
port® a S4.45 billion loss for 
199Lhe biggest in U.S. coipo- 
rate istory, and told 16,000 
worfccs they would lose their 
jobs hits bid to return to profita- 
bility. 

The bss at the world's largest 
vehicle a: aker caps die worst year 
ever fn the U.S. vehicle indus- 
try. Fad lost $2.26 bQUon and 
Chiyskr 3795 million last year. 


The weak U.S. economy has 
battered car sales as Americans 
put off buying big-ticket items 
like new cars while competitors, 
particularly the Japanese, have 
expanded their share of the U.S. 
market. 

Much of G.M.’s loss was due to 
a $2 billion pretax charge to pay 
for one-time expenses from a 
cost-cutting plan G.M. 
announced in December. Under 
the plan, the carmaker will close 


bringing Josses at the big three - 21 plants and cut 74.000 jobs over 
carmakers to $7.51 billion in four years. 

1991. ' G.M. Monday cut 16,299 jobs. 
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or nearly onc-quartcr of its 
target, at 12 plants. 

“In 1991. the North American 
automotive industry sustained 
losses unparallelled in its history. 
General Motors is taking aggres- 
sive action to reverse this trend 
and improve its competitive- 
ness,” Chairman Robert Stempe! 
said in a statement. 

“It's dear we're not to get any 
help from the government. It’s 
dear we’re not going to put any 
restrictions on the market,” Mr. 
Stem pel told reporters. "My 
God, we’re going to have to 
compete. That means you have to 
be lean and get your costs down.” 


In the fourth quarter, G.M. 
lost $2.47 billion, compared with 
a loss of $1.62 billion in the 1990 
period. For all of 1990, G.M. lost 
$1.99 billion, previously its big- 
gest annual loss ever. 

Finandal analysts said G.M.'s 
1991 loss was the biggest in U.S. 
corporate history, exceeding the 
$4.41 billion the oil giant Texaco 
Inc. lost in 1987, the year it 
settled a big court case. 

G.M. also released details of 12 
plant closings under its restruc- 
turing. It had previously 
announced two other plants 
would close. 

G.M. said it will close its Wil- 1 


7 charged for losses at 
Tunisian - Qatari bank 


TUNIS (R) — Seven people have 
been charged in connection with 
irregular international operations 
which cost a Tunisian-Qatari In- 
vestment Bank $42 million in 
losses last year, judidal source 
have said. 

The people charged include the 
former managing director of the 
Banque Tuniso-Qatarie d’lnves- 
tissment (BTQI). Tawfik Kaiai. 
and the former head of foreign 
exchange operations at the bank, 
Jamaleddine Touati, the sources 
said. 

The others are Mr. Touao s 
deputy, another employee and 
three computer programmers 
from outside the bank who de- 
vised a programme which con- 


cealed the irregular operations. 

The charges, which result from 
a six-month judicial inquiry, say 
most of the losses were incurred 
between June and September last 
year in money market dealings 
with two correspondents abroad 
— one in London and the other in 
Geneva. 

Mr. Touati is accused of con- 
tinuing to speculate in spite of 
regulations limiting the extent of 
losses. 

The BTQI. based in Tunis and 
founded in 1983, has a capital of 
$70 million, divided almost equal- 
ly between the governments of 
Tunisia and Qatar. Its mission 
was to mobilise foreign funds for 
investment in Tunisia. 
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low Run. .Michigan, assembly 
plant, which had been in a life-or- 
death struggle with a G.M. plant 
in Arlington. Texas. 

The closure of Willow Run. 
which produces Chevrolet, Old- 
smobile and Buick cars, will 
mean the loss of 4,014 jobs. It will 
be shut by the summer of 1993. 

The company’s flagship North 
American operations continued 
to drown in red ink. accounting 
for the lion's share of the losses. 

G.M. did not specify the size of 
the loss in North America, but 
analyst Tom Galvin of C.J. Lawr- 


ence Morgan Grenfell said G.M. 
lost $5.5 billion on its North 
American operations last year, 
double 1990’s loss. 

Virtually all G.M.’s other op- 
erations showed profits, including 
a healthy $2.1 billion profit over- 
seas. 

Faced with criticism about high 
executive pay despite its serious 
problems, G.M. also said it 
would save about $14 million a 
year by trimming the pension 
plans of retired top executives, 
including that of former chairman 
Roger Smith. 


Keating unveils 
blueprint to tackle 
high Australian 
unemployment rate 


SYDNEY (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Paul Keating, hoping to 
stimulate Australia’s sagging eco- 
nomy, has unveiled a blueprint to 
tackle the country's 10.4 per cent 
unemployment rate. 

In an effort to boost his Labour 
Party’s reelection prospects next 
year, Mr. Keating told parlia- 
ment in a nationaty televised 
address that he hoped to create 
800,000 jobs by spending an extra 
2.3 billion dollars through July 
1993. Most of the money would 
be spent on infrastructure pro- 
jects. such as railways, roads and 
aviation. 

Other measures would raise 
consumer spending, provide tax 
concessions for businesses and 
allow foreign banks into the Au- 
stralian market. Australia’s inter- 
national airline Qantas and fore- 
ign carriers will be permitted to 
fly some domestic routes. 

The moves would enlarge the 
projected budget deficit to 6.8 


billion dollars in the fiscal year 
ending June 30 and 8 billion 
dollars in 1992-93. 

The budget was in surplus by 
1.9 billion dollars last fiscal year, 
but fell on hard times as the 
economy sunk into one of the 
deepest recessions in 60 years. 

In an effort to regenerate sup- 
port among Labour’s traditional 
power base. Mr. Keating said 
most households will get a pre- 
Easter gift of 125 dollars and an 
increase in welfare payments for 
needy families. 

A cut in personal taxes for 
middle-income earners is pianne H 
for the mid-1990s. The sales ta 
on new cars will be immediatel 
cut from 20 per cent to 15 pt 
cent to help the troubled aut 
industry. 

Despite the costs, the goverT 
meat projects that as the ecc 
nomy strengthens, the budget wi 
be back in the black in 1995-96 


THE AL HUSSEIN SOCIETY 
For The Rehabilitation Of The 
Physically Handicapped 

Announces that the annual general meet- 
ing has been rescheduled to Tuesday, 
Feb-, 3, 11:00 a-m. 

Old and new members are welcome!! 


Furnished Apartment For Rent In Um Uthainah 

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, living - guest and dining room 
(American system), independent central heating, deluxe and 
new furniture, new building, suitable lor diplomatic corp resi- 
dence. 

For information please .call 829502 


Abu Dhabi 
lends Syria 

$25® mission 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria will 
gel $250 million in li ians. from ihe 
Abu Dhabi government to fi- 
nance three development pro- 
jects, Syrian officials have said. 

The mar ey will came from the 
Abu Dhabi Fund for Economic 
Development, the agency 
through which the emirate uses 
its oil wealth to offer cheap loans 
to developing countries. 

No detail:- of ihe terms were 
available. 

The loan accords were signed 
in Damascus by Syrian Planning 
Minister Sabah Baqjaji and agen- 
cy chief Nasser Al Nouns. 

The monej will help raise pro- 
duction capacity in electricity, 
textiles and cement. 

The first loan would help raise 
the capaciry ol gas-fed electricity 
generators near Damascus. The 
second would double the produr- 
tion of a cement plant, also near 
Damascus, to two million tonnes 
a year while the third would 
increase production at a textile 
mill. 

Mr. Noweis. wtio is also under- 
secretary at the United Arab 
Emirates finance ministry . had 
talks with Syrian N ice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam on eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

The Gulf Cooperation Council 
states said they would reward 
countries which a year ago helped 
the U.S.-led alliance against Iraq. 

Syria was one of the ke\ Arab 
members of the alliance. 


Kuwaiti oil 
production 
reaches 


640.000 b/d 

KUWAIT (R) — Oil Minister 
Hamoud Al Rqobah has said 
Kuwait's total crude output had 
reached 640.000 bands per day 
(b/d) and would top 700.I.HAI bar- 
rels next month. 

The new figure is up from 

600.000 b/d a month ago and 
includes Kuwait's share of 

140.000 b/d from the Neutral 
Zone shared with Saudi Arabia. 

The minister told a news con- 
ference production would receive 
a modest boost in March with the 
first post-Gulf war contribution 
from Al Wafra field in the south. 

Output from Al Wafra would 
be 50,000 b/d in March and 
shared equally between Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, he added. 
Wafra is separate from the Neut- 
ral Zone. 

Kuwait had drilled 30 new 
wells and planned to increase the 
number of rigs to boost produc- 
tion which Sheikh Rqobah say’s 
will top 1 .5 million b/d by the end 
of 1992. 

Oil industry sources told Reu- 
ters Kuwait's total capacity might 
reach two million b/d by the end 
of this year, almost the level 
before Iraq's invasion,. 

With crude production on the 
rise, Kuwait is pressing for a 
higher quota within the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries. Its pre-invasion quota 
was 1.5 million b/d. 

Sheikh Rqobah said a total of 
120 wells were producing last 
week, up three from the last 
count. 


u 
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Sid Ahmad Ghozali 


Algeria 
to set tip 
economic 


think tank 

1 ALGIERS ( R l — Algeria is to 
set up an economic think tank to 
advise the government on 
strategy and provide an objective 
evaluation of the economic and 
social situation. 

Prime Minister Sid Ahmad 
Cihozali told a news conference 
fur local journalists that the 
group would be independent and 
made up of neutral Algerian ex- 
perts. 

Speaking after Algeria's new 
cabinet held ns First meeting, 
centred on the economy and un- 
rest which has shaken the coun- 
try. Mr. Ghozali said he did not 
appose privatisation of parts of 
tlie economy. But he would not 
make this a matter of principle at 
the cost of the public sector which 
had :c be straightened out. 

Public enterprises, which make 
up about i:tt per cent of the 
economy, have debts of some 3UG 
billion dinars (SI 3.6 billion), the 
Algerian news agency APS said 
in a report oi Mr. Ghozali 's news 
conference. 

Bahraini 

exports, 

imports 

rise 

MANAMA (R> — Bahrain's ex- 
pons in the third quarter of 1991 
rose to 297.9 million dinars ($788 
million t from 294.4 million 
(S778.8 million) in the second 
quarter of the year. 

Figures from the Bahrain 
Monetary Agency (BMA) 
showed oil income in the third 
quarter of 1991 stood at 24y.l 
million dinars ($659 million), 
compared to 225 million dinars 
(S595 million) in the second quar- 
ter of 1991. 

Bahrain, the smallest Gulf 
Arab oil exporters, produced 
around 42.000 barrels of oil per 
day. although it was the first to 
discover oil in 1932. 

Non-oil exports in the third 
quarter 1991. declined to 48.8 
million dinars ($129 million) from 
69.5 million (SIS3.8 million) in 
the second quarter 

Bahrain's imports in the third 
quarter of 1991 rose to 4CH.4 
million dinars ($1.07 billion] from 
349.3 million fS924 million) in the 
second quarter, 1991. 


There are at present 10 oil rigs 
drilling wells. The oil sources said 
the number would top 20 by the 
middle of the year. 


Oil imports, mainly from Saudi 
Arabia, climbed to 150.9 million 
dinars (S399 million) form 135 7 
million (S359 million). 


Dwindling energy supplies 
force Mongolia to begin 
wide-ranging power cists 


PEKING ( AP) — Power will be 
cut in the Mongolian capital for 
six hours twice a week as pan of a 
new plan to ration dwindling coal 
and oil supplies, a report has said. 

Mongolia, a herding nation 
sandwiched between China and 
Russia, is experiencing an ener- 
gyt crisis because of a shortfall in 
shipments from the collapsed 
Soviet Union last year. There 
have been no new shipments this 
year. 

The Chinese Xinhua news 
agency said in a report from Ulan 
Bator that the brown -outs would 
affect residential districts in the 
city of 500,000 people. 

Electricity to factories will be 
rationed and television broad- 
casting time will be shortened by 
4.5 hours each weekday. Xinhua 
said, quoting Mongolian press 
reports. 

It said gasoline and diesel oil 
sales will also be rationed. The 
nation's stocks are only large 
enough to last 25 more days, and 
diesel oil stocks for 20 days, it 
said. 

The Soviet Union was Mongo- 
lia's only source of oil and gas. 
Mongolia mines its own coal, but 


the mines have nearly stopped 
running for lack ot span parts - 
which also used to come from the 
Soviet Union. 

Many areas of Ulan Bator 
already have experienced inter- 
mittent power cuts, including the 
No. 1 hospital, which was sup- 
posed to he exempt from the cuts. 

The cutoff of shipments from 

the former Soviet Union has led. 
to critical shortages just as Mon- 
golia attempts ro transform itself 
from a communist dictatorship' 
with a centrally planned economy 
to a democracy with free markets 
and private enterprise. 

In free elections in 1990. 
Mongolians chose a multiparty 
government committed to econo- 
mic reform, but the shortages 
have stalled the reforms and cre- 
ated serious inflation, shaking 
popular confidence in the new 
course. 

Meanwhile China’s official 
New China News Agency said 
Mongolia has sought U.S. help to 
explore, tap and process its oi! 
reserves and hopes to produce its 
first petroleum products by 1993. 
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Armenia declares ‘decisive moment’ in Karabakh conflict 

Yerevan calls on all Armenians 


in CIS army to return home 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Arme- 
nia appealed Friday to its native 
sons serving in the former Soviet 
army to return home and help 
create a national army to protect 
their country from neighbouring 
Azerbaijan. 

The call came a day after an 
Iranian-brokered ceasefire in the 
mainly Armenian enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh inside Azer- 
baijan collapsed just hours after it 
began, with renewed shelling by 
both sides. 

The Armenian Defence Minis- 
try, in making the appeal, called 
this a “decisive moment for the 
motherland and the people,” the 
ITAR-TASS News Agency re- 
ported. “The war unleashed by 
^Azerbaijan against the Armenian 
population of Nagorno-Karabakh 
threatens Armenia itself.” 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati was in the Arme- 
nian capital. Yerevan, as part of 
his peace campaign. 

“There is a long history of 
disputes between the two repub- 
lics,” he said. “But bearing in 
mind the two sides' good inten- 
tions and their willingness to end 
the killings, we hope the disputes 
will end as soon as possible.” 

Mr. Velayari's comments were 
reported in an Iranian radio 
broadcast, monitored in London. 

The two former southern 
Soviet republics have been locked 
in a 4-year-old war for control 


over the mountainous reg* on 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a predomi- 
nantly Armenian area controlled 
byAzerbaijan. 

.Azerbaijani President Ayaz 
Mutalibov last week ordered a 
partial mobilisation of reservists 
and has stressed his country's 
intention to form its own army. 

Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrosian urgey] the leaders 
of 14 countries, including the 
United States, to dissuade Azer- 
baijan from forming its own army 
and to help work out a peace 
plan. 

The conflict dates back centur- 
ies bur flared in 1988 after ethjiic 
Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh 
began demanding unification 
with their brethren in Armenia. 
More than 1,000 people have 
died in the fighting, which has 
defied all settlement efforts. 

Armenians reportedly seized 
one Azerbaijani town and its 
Azerbaijani residents were being 
evacuated, according to officials 
in Moscow and Baku, the Azer- 
baijani capital. 

The fighting raged after Mr. 
Velayati met in Baku Tuesday 
with Mr. Mutalibov. Iranian 
radio said he arranged a 25-hour 
truce. 

An aide to Mr. Mutalibov, 
Vagif Rustamov, denied any 
ceasefire was called. Bat the 
Armenian mission in Moscow 
said Armenians in Nagorno- 


Karabakh had rejected Mr. 
Velayad's overture. 

Azerbaijan has controlled 
Nagorno-Karabakh since 1923. 
The battle for it has evolved into 
the bloodiest dispute in the for- 
mer Soviet Union. Both sides 
have started raiding former 
Soviet military bases for arms. 

Azerbaijani presidential 
spokesman Rakhin Agayev said 
more than 500 people have been 
killed m the fighting in the last 
four months. 

An Armenian National Secur- 
ity official, Aram Avayan, said 
Wednesday that Azerbaijanis 
pounded the territory's adminis- 
trative capital, Stepanakert, with 
artillery and submachine gun fire 
overnight and Wednesday. 

He said Azerbaijani forces had 
fired from towns located outside 
\he enclave with Soviet-made 
Grad rockets, destroying two 
large buildings and leaving 
“numerous victims.” 

Mr. Agayev said Armenian 
forces seized one town, Khodzha- 
ly. He said the town was on fire 
and that Azerbaijani women and 
children were being evacuated. 

Mr. Agayev claimed the Arme- 
nians were backed by soldiers, 
tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers from a former Soviet 
army regiment based in Azerbai- 
jan. 

The Azerbaijani mission 
spokesman in Moscow, Fuad 


Gadzhiyev, said Commonwealth 
military chief Yevgeny Shaposh- 
nikov allowed the regiment to fire 
on Azerbaijani towns. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov's office 
could not be reached for com- 
ment. Commonwealth military 
officials have vehemently denied 
that former Soviet soldiers have 
taken rides in the dispute and 
claim that vehicles and weapons 
bave been stolen from the base. 

Commonwealth troops in the 
troubled Transcaucasus have 
been ordered to return fire if 
attacked, ITAR-TASS said Mon- 
day. 

The Transcaucasus military dis- 
trict command issued the order 
after Azeri forces fired Sunday on 
the 366th Motorised Rifle Regim- 
ent based in Stepanakert. 

Two soldiers died from their 
wounds. The attacks continued 
Monday, bringing the number of 
wounded servicemen to 15, TASS 
said. Four were in critical state. 

The Azeri News Agency Turan 
said the attacks against the Com- 
monwealth regiment were purely 
defensive. 

TASS said 20 cars belonging to 
the military in Azerbaijan had 
been seized over the last three 
days. 

Interfax News Agency said 
Azeri forces seized a large 
ammunition store in the town of 
Agdam, on the border with Kara- 
bakh, early Monday. 



, Democratic races get nastier 


BfLL Clinton. Bob Kerrey and 
Paul Tsongas attacked each 
other’s candidacy in a Democra- 
tic presidential race growing tes- 
tier by the day. The Bush cam- 
paign complained that Patrick 
Buchanan’s television commer- 
cials were "disgusting lies.’’ 

The race grew nastier as the 
stakes grew higher. The 783 dele- 
gates at stake in next Tuesday’s 
Democratic primaries and 
another 1,287 on March 10 are 
more than enough to propel one 
candidate along the path to 
nomination and doom others to 
oblivion. 

The major candidates from the 
Republican and Democratic par- 
ties are competing for delegates 
in each state's primaries and cau- 
cuses. The candidate from each 
party receiving the most 
delegate votes is usually tabbed 
to run for president. 

After weeks of an unusually 
well-mannered campaign that did 
little to establish a front-runner. 
Sen. Kerrey derided Mr. Clin- 
ton’s reasons for not serving in 
Vietnam as "baloney." Mr. Clin- 
ton said Mr. Tsongas' opposition 
to a middle class tax cut was 
“cold-blooded.” 


And Mr. Tsongas went after 
both his rivals, noting they raised 
the gas taxes in their states but 
now wen criticising bis oil for a 
similar increase. 


Mr. Clinton, looking for his 
first win of the primary season, 
also mended fences with civil 
rights leader Jesse Jackson after 
bitterly accusing him of “back- 
stabbing” when he was told 
erroneously that Rev. Jackson 
had derided to back a Democra- 
tic rival. Mr. Clinton’s comments 
were picked up by an open mic- 
rophone and recorded without his 
knowledge. 

The verbal fisticuffs — sup- 
plemented by increasingly sharp 
television ads — came as the five 
major Democrats girded for next 
week's primaries in Maryland, 
Georgia, Colorado and Utah, 
and caucuses in three other 
states. 


agency. 

Another commercial accuses 
the National Endowment for the 
Aits of funding “pornographic 
and blasphemous art too shock- 
ing to show,” and said “Bush 
continued to fund” it after people 
objected. 


Mr. Bush campaign spokes- 
woman Tone Clark termed the 
commercials “disgusting lies ... 
President Bush never has and 
never will interfere with religious 
freedom and the pornography 
one is garbage as well.” 

Sen. Kerry poked at Mr. Clin- 
ton's non-service in Vietnam for a 
second straight day and said the 
Arkansas governor couldn't win 
an election against the Republi- 
cans. 


Mr. Buchanan, looking to up- 
set Mr. George Bush in next 
week’s Georgia primary, began 
airing commercials critical of an 
Internal Revenue Service (TRS) 
ruling that he says would track 
donations to churches. The IRS is 
the government's tax collection 


“Had he wanted to go and 
serve his country, he could 
have," said Sen. Kerrey, who lost 
part of his leg in Vietnam. He 
made his comments in Florida, 
site of a March 10 primary, but 
his remarks were also aimed at 
next door Georgia — where Mr. 
Clinton leads in the polls — and 
the rest of the southern states 
voting over the next two weeks. 

Mr. Clinton received a draft 


deferment while in college and 
agreed to join an officer’s prog- 
ramme. But he later changed his 
mind about ROTC and received a 
high lottery number that was 
never called for the draft. 

Mr. Clinton targeted Mr. Tson- 
gas as he sought support for next 
week's primary in Colorado, 
where polls show him narrowly 
trailing his rival. He called the 
former Massachusetts senator “a 
candidate of Wall Street” for his 
pro-business economic policies, 
noting that Mr. Tsongas earned 
5200,000 in corporate board fees 
last year and is a registered lob- 
byist in Washington. 

Campaigning in energy- 
conscious Colorado, Mr. Tsongas 
said the gasoline tax has doubled 
in Arkansas during Mr. Clinton's 
tenure, and noted the tax rose in 
Nebraska while Sen. Kerrey was 
governor there. 

Mr. Tsongas has been hit by his 
rivals in recent weeks for advo- 
cating a phased-in 50 cent-per- 
gallon gas tax increase. 

Iowa Sen. Tom Harlan, low on 
funds, campaigned in Maryland 
and former California Gov. Jerry 
Brown was in Washington, 
another caucus state. 



Soldiers seize Niger radio station 


Rao elected Congress president 


NIAMEY, Niger (AP) — Soldiers demanding back pay took over 
the state radio headquarters Friday and claimed to have arrested 
the president of the interim ruling council and the interior 
minister. Gunshots were heard near a barracks outside Niamey, 
the capital of this impoverished West African nation, but there 
were no reports of casualties. A communique announcing the 
arrests and demanding the ouster of the army chief of staff, Abou 
Mamane, was broadcast repeatedly on the radio and was 
interspersed with military music. The state-run Niger News 
Agency said an array garrison at Agades, 800 kilometres 
northeast of Niamey, was supporting the mutineers. The agency 
gave no details. It was not clear how many soldiers were in the 
radio station and the extent of their support. The rebellious 
soldiers announced the arrest of Professor Andre Salifou. 
president of Niger's High Council, an interim legislative body 
installed by a national conference last November. The communi- 
que also claimed the arrest of interior Minister Mohammad 
Moussa. 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao was 
elected president of the monolithic Congress Party, succeeding 
slain President Rajiv Gandhi, a senior parry leader said Friday. 
Congress official Sitaram Kesri said that for Thursday's election, 
57 nominations were filed, all for Mr. Rao. Mr. Rao, who served 
in the cabinets of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and her son and 
successor Rajiv, became the acting president of the Congress 
Party following the assassination of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi on May 21 
while national elections were underway. Congress won the 
elections and Mr. Rao was chosen prime minister. 


Former senator, S.I. Hayakawa, dies 


High-level U.S. team to visit Hanoi 


WASHINGTON l AP) — A delegation led by Assistant Secretary 
of State Richard Soloman will visit Vietnam on March 3-5 to 
discuss missing American servicemen and humanitarian aid. the 
department spokesman has announced. Richard Boucher said the 
Vietnam trip will follow discussions held at a lower level since 
1987 and a visit to Hanoi in late January by General John Vessey, 
the president's special emissary to Hanoi on matters concering' 
Americans who were war prisoners and those missing in action. 
“The decision to have Mr. Solomon head the delegation this year 
is an indication of the increased importance with which we view 
this initiative." he said. In August, 1987 the United States and 
Vietnam agreed that Vietnam would cooperate in tracing missing 
American prisoners and servicemen and the United States would 
encourage American non-governmental organisations to give 
humanitarian aid to Vietnam. 


GREENBRAE, California (AP) — S.I. Hayakawa, the soft- 
spoken semantics professor whose dramatic 1968 confrontation 
with student protesters launched a political career that took him 
to the U.S. Senate has died, a hospital spokeswoman said. He was 
85. Prof. Hayakawa, who was hospitalised with bronchitis, died of 
a stroke a boar 3. a.m., said Nancy Nickel, spokeswoman for 
Marian General Hospital. He had been hospitalised since 
Tuesday. Hayakawa, who lived in nearby Mill Valley, was an 
internationally known semanticist for nearly three decades. 


U.S. welcomes East Timor charges 


Pane! urges end to Japan-bashing 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Politicians who denounce Japan are 
fueling bigotry against Asian- Americans, who already face 
widespread discrimination and even violence, the U.S. Civil 
Rights Commission said Friday. It urged leaders to refrain from 
“Japan -bashing” and other remarks that promote or play upon 
racial and ethnic bias. “Political leaders contribute to the problem 
when they unthinkingly lash out at Japan as the cause of United 
States economic difficulties,” the commission said. “More impor- 
tant, political and government leaders have yet to make it a 
national priority to prevent and denounce anti -Asian prejudice 
and violence." The panel released a 233-page report describing 
discrimination against the nation's 7.3 million Asian- Americans 
and saying violence against them “remains a serious national 
problem.” It offered 44 recommendations, including greater 
federal effort to prevent hate crimes, better efforts by police 
agencies to hire Asian- Americans and increased sensitivity by the 
news media. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. government and human 
rights groups have welcomed Indonesian action against military 
officers for a massacre in East Timor. Bat the rights advocates 
said Indonesian repression continues. The U.S. Senare Foreign 
Relations Committee Chairman, Claiborne Pell, said he would 
urge U.S. officials to monitor trials of the soldiers as well as 13 
civilians charged with subversion in the Nov. 12 incident. State 
Department spokesman Richard Boucher said the U.S. govern- 
ment was “encouraged by the Indonesian government’s serious 
efforts to make amends for what it acknowledges was an excessive 
use offeree by military units.” A government commission said 50 
people died in the massacre, with 90 others missing or in hiding. 
Human rights group say the death toll was about 200. Representa- 
tives of Amnesty International and Asia Watch told Sen Pell's 
committee that it is the first time Indonesia, in what they said is a 
long history of human rights abuses, has ever responded by 
disciplining or trying military officers. 


U.S. sub damaged in collision 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Contrary to earlier reports, the U.S. 
nuclear attack submarine that collided with a Russian sub in the 
Arctic Ocean was damaged, the Pentagon has acknowledged. 
Two gashes have been found on the vessel's port side ballast 
tanks, according to Defence Department spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams. Mr. Williams said the navy found the damage after sending 
underwater divers to inspect the vessel, the USS Baton Rouge. 
The submarine returned to its home port of Norfolk, Virginia, 
Tuesday, where officials repeated assertions it had not been 
damaged in its Feb. 11 collision with a Russian vessel. 


injured by IRA bomb 


LONDON (AP) — A suspected 
IRA bomb exploded at a busy 
London train station during the 
Friday morning rush hour, injur- 
ing 25 commuters, police and 
hospital officials said. 

Ulster Television in Northern 
Ireland received a coded a warning 
by telephone that a bomb had 
been planted in a central London 
rail station 20 minutes before the 
blast rocked London Bridge Sta- 
tion, police siad. 

“There was no suitable time to 
take action," said Commander 
George Churchill -Coleman, head 
of Scotland Yard’s anti-terrorist 
unit. 

Suspicion immediately fell on 
the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), which in the past has 


targeted British train and subway 
stations in its campaign of voi- 
lence to end British rule in North- 
ern Ireland. 

Prime Minister John Major 
said the explosion “will not make 
a scrap of difference to the gov- 
ernment’s polity on terrorism. " 

The explosion came a year 
after an IRA bomb hidden in a 
garbage can at London's Victoria 
Station killed one man and in- 
jured 38 other people. The IRA 
blamed the casualties on author- 
ities who did not close all London 
stations in response to a tele- 
phone warning. 

Ten days before the Victoria 
Station attack, a bomb exploded 
at London's Paddington Station, 
causing no injuries. It marked the 


first IRA attack on London rail 
stations since the early 70s. 

Before Christmas IRA planted 
firebombs on several London 
trains, causing billions of dollars 
of losses in business by dosing the 
capital’s transport system. 

The explosion at London 
Bridge occurred in a men's toilet 
at about 8:30 a.m. (0830 GMT) in 
the British Rail (IRA) area of the 
combined train and subway sta- 
tion, said BR spokesman lan 
MacGegor. 

It is the fifth busiest indie 
capital, handling about 120.000 
passengers a day. 

“Everyone was coming off of 
one of the trains with blood on 
them. Blood was everywhere,” 
said Alexandra Hussey, 15. 


Serbia declares civil war 
over; Croats demobilise troops 


BELGRADE (AP) — Beset by 
mounting opposition over the hu- 
man and economic toll of the 
conflict with Croatia, President 
Siotodan Milosevic of Serbia has 
declared the war over. 


In another sign of peace, Croa- 
tian President Fran jo Tudjman 
ordered the demobilisation of 
20,000 reservists, news agencies 
reported. An aide said the order 
would take effect immediately 
and was the first step in a plan to 
rebuild war-tom Croatia. 

The first demobilised soldiers 
will be civil engineers and con- 
struction workers, said the aide, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 


Many inside Serbia have 
turned against the once-popular 
Milosevic and are demanding his 
resignation. Thursday's declara- 
tion appeared to be his response. 

“Today we can say that most of 
the agony in our country is over, 
and that conditions now exist for 
the peaceful and democratic solu- 
tion of the Yugoslav crisis," Mr. 
Milosevic told Serbia's parlia- 
ment as a U-N- media ted truce 
stretched to nearly two months. 

The first of 14,000 peacekeep- 
ers are to begin arriving in the 
next two weeks to enforce the 


truce while political negotiations 
settle the fiiture shape of the 
patchwork Balkan nation. 

In his speech, only the third he 
has given to parliament, Mr. 
Milosevic also seemed to move 
away from previous insistence 
that serb-dominated regions in 
other republics be united with 
Serbia. He said Serbia's union 
with tiny Montenegro in a smaller 
Yugoslavia was "the best op- 
tion.” 

But his dose ally, prominent 
Serb Borisav Jo vie, contradicted 
Mr. Milosevic by saying the self- 
proclaimed Serb Republic of Kra- 
jina in western Croatia should be 
part of Yugoslavia. 

Croat leaders have vowed to 
fight giving up any territory. 

It remained to be seen whether 
Serb militants would go along 
with Mr. Milosevic — Croats 
reported several violations of the 
ceasefire Thursday. But most of 
the insurgents are dependent on 
Serbia for supplies, and the feder- 
al army is dominated by Serbia. 

Mr. Milosevic, in fact, acknow- 
ledged for the first time that his 
republic armed the Serb insur- 
gents whose revolt against Croat 
authority escalated into full-scale 
war after Croatia declared inde- 
pendence on June 25. 


Up to 10,000 people died in six 
months of fighting before the 
truce look effect in Croatia on 
Jan. 3. 


Croatia and Slovenia have re- 
ceived international recognition 
as independent states, and Bos- 
nia-Hereegovina and Macedonia 
are following that path. There 
also is growing opposition within 
Montenegro to a union with Ser- 
bia, the Yugoslav Federation's 
largest republic. 

The cost of the war and a 
European economic embargo has 
left a fourth of Serbia's work 
force unemployed and sent prices 
shooting up 30 per cent a month. 

Mr. Milosevic has no direct 
authority over the federal army, 
but its commanders have said 
they support the deployment of 
U.N. peacekeepers, to be fol- 
lowed by the withdrawal of Yugos- 
lav troops. 


He also has power over most 
Serb insurgents because of their 
dependence on Serbia for arms. 
Serbs in eastern Croatia have 
followed his lead in backing the 
U.N. peace plan from the stan, 
and the recent ouster of the main 
Serb leader in western Croatia 
indicated Mr. Milosevic .has at 
least some control there. 


Albanian town in shambles after looting 


POGRADEC, Albania (AP) — 
Thousands of looters, some, 
drunk and armed, rampaged 
through this western Albanian 
town for a third day Thursday 
while police seemed helpless or 
unwilling to stop them. 

Mobs also battled police in the 
central Albanian town of Lush- 
nje, raiding a drug store and two 
goods depots which were then set 
on fire. Deputy Minister of Public 
Order Fadil Canaj told the 


Associated Press. Police repelled 
an attack on the local plastics 
factoiy, he said. 

Speaking from his office, Mr. 
Canaj denied there had been 
more deaths and injuries after 
two people were killed in Pog- 
radec and one in Lushnje in 
rioting Wednesday. 

People in Pogradec said the 
two crushed to death there 
Wednesday were boys aged 13 
and 18. 


Policeman Pino Kacorri said 
10 state warehouses bad been 
emptied of everything from West- 
ern food aid to wicker baskets 
and industrial chemicals, as entire 
families carted off all they could 
cany. 

Police were not allowed to fire 
at the demonstrators, Kacorri 
said. He added that he could not 
shoot at people he knows “be- 
cause tomorrow their families 
would kill me." 


Bush urges tougher anti-drug steps 


SAN ANTONIO, Texas (AP) — 
President Bush and six Latin 
American leaders concluded a 
drug summit with renewed 
pledges to combat narcotics, but 
no new financial promises from 
Mr. Bush to help his neighbours 
fight the battle. 

Instead Mr. Bush and the Latin 
leaders called on European and 
Asian countries, singling out. 
Japan in particular, to share in 
both the financial burden of the 
war on drugs and to join in 
coopeative interdiction efforts. 

The summit nations will send a 
delegation, with one member 
from each country, to visit 
Europe and Japan and seek bi- 
lateral and multilateral agree- 
ments on aid and cooperation. 

In a declaration of San Anto- 
nio, the participants agreed to a 
series of steps that for tbe most 
part expand upon existing efforts 
to combat coca production and 
money laundering, increase train- 
ing of law enforcement agents 
and improve the sharing of intelli- 
gence. 

They also agreed to hold 


annual high-level followup 
meetings to assess progress in the 
war on drugs. 

Mr. Bosh called drug traffick- 
ing “a new kind of t ransna tional 
enemy." 


“Make no mistake," the presi- 
dent said. “Defeat tbe traffickers, 
we wiH.” 

‘Today’s meeting was char- 
acterised by total honesty," said 
President Alberto Fujimori of 
Pern. 

Mr. Fujimori has complained 
that the United States had not 
provided enough money to help 
him reverse his country’s status as 
the world's leading grower of 
coca leaf, the basis for cocaine. 


Ecuadorian Presdient Rodrigo 
Borja said his country does not 
produce coca but it needs more 
U.S. help “to keep my country 
from becoming a drug producer.” 
At a summit-ending news con- 
ference, Mr. Bush said there had 
been significant progress during 
the past two years, saying drug 
use among young people in the 
United States was down by 60 


per cent. 

Mr. Bush said he and the other 
leaders had discussed improving 
efforts to bait shipments of drugs 
from Latin America to the Un- 
ited States and development of 
alternative crops to give coca 
growers an economic basis for 
moving away from drugs. 

“Farmers who once grew coca 
in Bolivia are exporting pineap- 
ples and bananas,” said Mr. 
Bush. “Pern’s economy is begin- 
ning to grow again. And the 
Andean states wiil expand trade 
with the United States under this 
new Andean trade preference in- 
itiative that I signed into law last 
December." 

But when a reporter from Latin 
America asked tbe U.S. presi- 
dent if he was prepared to in- 
crease assistance, Mr. Bush re- 
plied “the responsibility of the 
president of the United States is 
first to the people of the United 
States." 

He said that the United States 
already has “a fairly generous 
allocation of funds to these coun- 
tries." 


U.S. commended for concessions on 


global warming, but accord still elusive 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
New steps promised by the Un- 
ited States have raised hopes for a 
treaty to forestall global warming 
even though they fall short of 
European demands for specific 
limits on carbon dioxide limits. 

“It’s an encouraging sign of 
progress, but there’s a long way 
to go," Brooks Yeager of tbe 
National Audubon Society said 
after the steps were announced. 

“It shows a new desire on the 
part of the White House to play a 
constructive role in the negotia- 
tions," Mr. Yeager said. 

But the talks, which resumed 
Feb. 18 at the United Nations, 
were expected to conclude Friday 
without resolving a European de- 
mand that industrial nations sta- 
bilise their emissions at 1990 
levels by the year 2000. 

The negotiators aim to reach 
an accord to be signed in June at 
the U.N. conference on environ- 
ment and development in Rio De 
Janeiro. 

The United States said Thurs- 
day that it will reduce its carbon . 


dioxide emissions and donate $75 
million to help developing coun- 
tries do the same, raising hopes 
for an agreement. 

The United States has refused 
to agree to specific limits on 
carbon dioxide emissions, 
arguing that this could impose 
unreasonable costs on industry. 
But the new U.S. measures could 
result in reducing emissions to 
that level, environmental groups 
noted. 

Carbon dioxide formed by the 
burning of fossil fuels is a prime 
contributor to the so-called 
greenhouse effect, the build-up of 
gases that can trap the sun’s heat 
and raise the earth's temperature. 

The United States said Thurs- 
day it would donate $50 million to 
the World Bank's global environ- 
ment facility, which funds efforts 
by developing countries to 
address the problem of climate 
change. An additional $25 million 
is to be spent on cooperative 
studies to help developing coun- 
tries assess their emissions and 
devise ways to reduce them. 


Among the measures 
announced by the United States 
to cnrt> its own emissions of 
greenhouse gases were; 

— Improving energy efficiency 
’by raising standards for buildings 
and appliances and by encourag- 
ing public-private partnerships to 
improve the efficiency of lighting, 
computer systems, refrigerators 
and industrial motors. 

— Introducing measures en- 
couraging the use of public transit 
and of vehicles ran on alternative 
fuels. 

— Encouraging research on 
more efficient aircraft and trains, 
new methods of energy genera- 
tion and promoting industrial 
waste reduction and recycling. 

It is widely predicted that car- 
bon dioxide levels m tbe Earth’s 
atmosphere could double in the 
next century unless steps are tak- 
ing to sharply reduce emissions. 
Thisi would raise tbe Earth's 
temperature by 2.7 to 8 degrees, 
causing unpTOcfictable climate dis- 
ruptions and raising ocean levels 
enough to threaten coastal areas. 



Police chief 
welcomes gay cops 


SAN JOSE. California (API ■— 

The city’s new police chief says 
he'U recruit homosexuals, making q 
him the nation's first top cop 
outside of San Francisco to perso- 
nally seek gays for law enforce- 
ment jobs. Chief Lou Cobarru- 
viaz, who helped start a minority 
recruitment programme after he 
joined the force in the 1960s. said 
Thursday he'll make his pi*ch at a 
local gay pride celebration in 
June. “I've always wanted to 
bring diversity to the department 
to truly reflect the diversity of the 
community,” said Chief Cobami- 
viaz, who won the chiefs job in 
October. Chief Cobarruviaz said 
recruiting qualified homosexual 
officers might prompt more re- 
porting of hate crimes against 
gays, who are often too afraid to 
approach police. In San Francis- 
co, Sheriff Mike Hennessey has 
personally invited homosexuals 
to join his agency. The San Fran- ^ 
cisco Police Department has re- 
cruited homosexuals since the 
1970s. 


Irish magnate 
bagged in cocaine 
episode, police say 


ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 
one of Ireland's richest men was 
arrested on drug charges last 
week after threatening suicide 
during a cocaine overdose with an 
escort girl at a hotel near Disney 
World, police said. Ben Dunne. 
42-year-old supermarket execu- 
tive from Dublin, was charged 
with cocaine trafficking, said Jim 
Solomons of the Orange County 
Sheriff's Office. Sheriff’s deputies £? 
said he was threatening to jump 
over a railing from the 17th floor 
of the Hyatt-Regency Grand 
Cypress Hotel near Disney World 
when they arrived at the scene. 

“He was threatening to jump and 
take anyone with him that got 
near him,” said Mr. Solomons. 

An arrest report said he was 
shouting, “Help me help me get 
the police." It took more than an 
hour for deputies to talk the 
shiftless, shoeless man out of 
jumping. Then searched his hotel 
room, where they found 32.5 
grains of cocaine in a plastic bag 
fo his suitcase, deputies said. A 
22-year-old woman who identi- 
fied herself an “escort girl” told 
sheriff’s deputies that she had 
watched Dunne ingest “a large 
quantity of cocaine.” Dunne had 
then gone "berserk” and told 
hotel employees he was going to { 
jump into the interior atrium of 
the hotel, Mr. Solomons said. 


Harold Robbins 
marries for 6th time 


PALM SPRINGS, California 
(AP) — Novelist Harold Rob- 
bins, perhaps hoping the sixth 
time will be the charm, married a 
businesswoman slightly more 
than half his age in a Valentine's 
Day ceremony. Robbins, 75, 
married Oklahoma business- 
woman Jann Stapp, 40, on Feb. 
14 in the author's home, it was 
announced. The wedding was the 
sixth for Robbins. 


Cost of laziness 
soars in China 


PEKING (R) — Slack officials 
cost China a record 830 million 
yuan $153.7 million in direct eco- 
nomic looses in 1991, with many 
civil servants too lazy to check 
state purchasing and credit agree- 
ments, the official China Daily f> 
said Monday. It said the Supreme 
Procurate investigated 3,389 
cases of dereliction of duty in 
1991, an increase of five per cent 
over the previous year. “Many 
were found to have provided 
credit by violating financial reg- 
ulations or accepting too readily 
claims by some manufacturers 
who were then found to be un- 
able to pay back the money.” the 
newspaper said. Saying derelic- 
tion of duty “cannot simply be 
treated as an error of judgment,” 
the procurate is working out a 
series of penalties for lazy offi- 
cials who end up costing the state 
money, the newspaper said. 


Hula hoops 
rage in China 


PEKING (R) — Hula hoops. * 
which swept (be United States 8 
during the 1950s, are the rage in 
die Chinese capital this season- 
The official New China News 
Agency, in a rare trend piece, 
rave its approval of the bourgeois 
western fad Monday. “It is part 
of the new trend of keeping fit 
and slim,*’ it said. The multi- 
coloured hoops are on sale in 
virtually all the city's markets and 
department stores for about > 
seven yuan $1.20. Hula hoops are 
a sign of prosperity, the agency ; 
said. “With the development of j 
the national economy and im- | 
provement of people’s living stan- 
dards, people are shifting their 
attention to health rather than 
appearance." 





